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Books of fentmsy fietion published recently that yave not heen so far noted in

this calumn:

Capp, Al The Life and Times of the
Shmpo (Simon & Schuster, $1), Hilar-
ipus, delightful fantssy,

Colyin, Ian: Domesdey Village (Felcon,
7/6). Brief novel mbout a regimented
Britain in the future, Rethsr thin.
Cragie, Devidy The Vovage of Lunm I
(Eyrp & Spottiswoode, 5/}, Juvenile
fentasy---a trip to the moon,

De Camp, L.5. & Pratt, F,: The Carnei~
ian Cube {Gnome, $3). Gee ppl2-13.
Dogbolt, Barraby: The Goose's Tale (33,
Lutton), Thorne Smithish fentasy.
Gandon, Yves: The Last White Man (Cas-
pell, 9/6), Tele of the future; s naw
gérm wipes cut the entire white popu-
lation of the world save onc man who
hap takon en antidote,

Heoinlein, Robort A.3 Soece Cadot (Scrib-
noer's, $24). Acceptable juvenilo--«
e rocket flying school of 20795 A.D.

Farley, R, Y.1 The Radic lMan (Fantasy
Fub, Co., $2). 8- for kids, Protty
miscrable stuff, too,

Hubbaerd, L. Ren: Doath's Beputy (Fen-
tasy Pub, Co., $21). Fairly onter-
taining edvonturc.

Kafke, Franz: The Pensl Colony (Schock-
eny, $3), Collection of shorts, eome
of which are fanteey; containe ¥afka's
beat work.,

Kaven, hnna: Sleep Has His Houss (Cas-
sell, 7/6), W%sll-vritten, if border-

line, novel of B woman wio relivea her
past life,

Keller, David H.r The Solitmry Bunters
and The Abyss {Néanfra, $3). Two very
emoothly uritten end entertoiaing fan-
tepy novels, Hecommwended,
tnnn, Thomas: Deetor Faustus  (¥nopf,
$3k}. An ollegory ebout e modern mu-
cian and the devil, Below Monn'e par,
YeGlynn, Thommp: Vieipn of Fatime {Lit-
tle, Brown, $2%). This has nothingto
do with cigarettes, but ies o elushy,
btorderline tole of myeticism.
Melaverty, Michaslt The Throe Brothers
(Capey 9/=)., A mirnels 1s performed
in a post-Yorld Vaor II Europe,

Newmon, Bernard: The Flying Sauger (Golw
lancz, 9/6). 4 faked Martian invasion
with proton bombs, etc, Fairly good,

Quinn, Sesburys Roads (Arkhem, L2), One
of the finest of Christmas stories, in
a fine sdition illustrated by Finlay,

Rend, Herbert: The Creen Chili (New Dir-
pctions, $2%). Excellent fantasy with
symbolic overtones, Recomwended,

Smith, C, A,3 Genius Loci (Arkhem, 33),
Third in a saries of short stery col-
Good if you like Smith's styls,

Spalding, Hdelens The ¥White Wiiressas
(Scritner's, $3), A sculptor is haunt-
ed by dreams which turn ouf 12 be pro-
phetic, Though the faniesy is subser-
vient to tharacter-study, this eppears
unususily good, skillfully handled,

Tebori, Paul: Selg (Low, 9/6). MNurdar,
love and hauntings in Hungary,

Terrall, Rohert: & Killcr Ig Looso
Amcng Us (Dusll, Slcanc & Pearco, P
Flagus bacllli in future warfaro,

Veughen, Hildes Irgp gnd Geld (Macmil-
len, 8/6)., Bincerc, if unoriginzl, sc-
count of an old Welsh logond.

Wellis, Geo, C.t Tho Cgll of Poter Gas-
kgll (Werld's VWork, 5/-), Lost Incas
plot to conguer tho world, Protty sed,

Woinbaumy S.G,t Tho Block Flamo (Fantasy
Press, $3). The doys following wars of
tho late 20th contury,

Westmacott, Lnry: The Roso ond tho Yow
Trog {Rinchert, $2%3. Psychologicel
study of o mon who, in 1958, locks back
en hisz fermer life,

Wnito, T.H.: The Elgphont ond the Kan-
garce (Putnem, $§Ej?ﬁ-jf"aatirical fan=
tesy, now stinging, now zide-splitting,
Uvornll, very good, Get it.

{Long, 9/6}.
Guignol voin,

13 taoles in tho Grand

mam QG mm -
PLENTY 16 cpologize for this timoe] Tho
isauc ia slim becouso {a) FC is bohind

schodules {b) T wont to bert the Jan, 1
pogtel ratos riae, Spocicl and sincore
apologios to Bill Evcna, wheso  lunsoy
column woe omitted in tho uphoevel, In
the noxt number, twice fhe epoco] A.L.S,
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CONFLICT FOR THE SOUL

Y
Devid H., Keller, M, D,

Although very little is positively known concerning the early culture
of primitive man, definite opinions about how he lived and what he thought ¢ an
be formed. Thinking was an earlier achievement than the development of & vocabu-
lary; thus his carlieat words originnted from both a desire and the nsed to con-
vey his thoughts to otkers, ©OSome tiwme after he learned that vocalizing could
convey thought, he begen making pictographs, Excellent specimena of this art have
been found in the Cro-Magnon caves in France, on rock walle in Bushman territory
of South Africa and the cliffs bordering the Ohio River, Then cawe the eariiest
forms of written language.

From thase early words used in folklere and folkeong, many of them uni-
verszl in sound and meaning, from tho pictographs, {rom the oldest writton lii-
oraturo, e can construct-~-at least in part--~the hopes and fears of primitive
wan, Some of these deductiona are substantiated by similer cultural patterns of
the Stone Ago followed by primitives now living in remote parts of the world, But
it is not necessary to depend entirely on the study of living reprasentatives of
anciont races for such information,

411 basic thought hes been transmitted from one gensration to the fol-
lowing one by word of mouth or some form of literature. Thus it is oasy to fird
the most ancient thoughis presented today, undoubiedly in more rofinod form, but
containing essuntially the seme factors of which the folklore from past ages was
composed, Disguised by new words, recont invontions wad medern forms of express-
ien, the old basic thoughts and ideas constantly recur,

Barly man could not heve found life vory plcesant, It wes a constant
struggle for tho survival of the herd, and for this herd- or iribe-survival to be
posaible a fair preoportion of individuals hed to mature end reproduce new gener-
ations. In an existence constantly threatened by multiple dangers, tne life of
the individual could be praserved only by the use of every powes at his command,
Death came in the form of terrible enemies, greatly feared and only partly under-
stood, Coid, hunger, gigantic enimels and the long black night constantly took
their toll of human life. Man must have felt completely frustrated in his strug-
glo against these powerful sgoncies of destruction,

He loarned that the tops of high tress would furmish some protuction
against animals; that caves were safer if their openings were small enough to af-
ford him entrance but keep out larger creatures. He found that fire would cook
his food, its warmth help him survive the cold winier, and that other amrimals
were afraid of its fiasme. He was, however, unable to change in any way the long
dark night. All he could do was phiver in tree nesis or huddle neaar cava lires
and hope he would live till the coming of the day.

Unable to form a clear concept of natural phenomena ahout him, he de-
velopad an animism in which floods, avalenches, lurking animals and the bolt of
lightning were all personal agencies, merciless in their coneiant menace, against
which he was wholly inadequate unless aided by siwilar counter-forces willing to
assist him in his fight for aurvival.

Thus the possibility of the existence of opposing forces was developed.
The earliest of theae concepts wog that of good and evil, Avarything was good
which banefited the individual end benafited the herd; nll that threatenod their
exiotence wae evil. In verious transformmalions, for example, the sun repidly bo-
came the most important god of goodneas, while the moon, guerdian of the mnight,
wag regarded with dread---a fear not lessened whon a fominine nature was later
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ascribed to it, ; .

l Starting with tho concopta of God and Dgvil a linguistic dualiem devele
oped, It is interesting to note how the opposing words so closely dsscr%bed the
nature and pereonality of the antagonista, We have sumwer and wintor; right and
1eft; day end night hot end cold; up and down; security and danger; food and
starvations male and female; 1ife and death; heaven and hell; and a multitude of
other paired words that are perfect antonyms,

Tt was believed then=--as now--~thet God ruled & white, woarm, comfort-
eble morld. Heaven could be eitained only by travelling upward toward the right,
There could be found peace, comfort, beauty and wealih, Mam was aided by beeuti-
ful blonde angels, and these, deacending and ascending Jacob's ladder, constuinfe
ly tried to save the souls of men,

The Devil lived in hell, which was a realn of pain, hunger and black-

ness oxcopt whore illumined by sulfurous flemes. This most unsatisfactOfy ru§i-
l dence of futuro oxistence was reached by going dovmward to the left and listening
i to the intriguing propagenda of minor imps---all brunettes==-~whose true forms

were ugly and terrilying, 'hile these cffered much that was pleasanit, the ulti-
mete ending of a 1ifo of wine, woman and song wes eterpal torture in perdition.

Man turned to tho good gods to aid him in the fight against the evil
devils, In his extremiiy he craated a multitude of lesser deities on wheow he
called in every emergency, however trivial, Thus harvest, hunting, home - build-
ing, marital relations and childbirth could all he aided by a favorable god dbut
equally harmed by en unfavorable one, Reproductions in miniature of parts of ithe
god were worn es jewelry; prayers wore written and carried under the c¢lothing
next to the skiny the smallost hut hed its clay Leres annd Penetoes,

Back of the hundrum of everydey life, back of all actualities, came
man'a dresm of imnmortality and e futurs abiding place, Zarly in his contempie-
ticn this included the thought of u acul inm the body, and that soul, desthless,
could 1live only in heaven or hell, after tho physical man died, From this con=
cept cano tho idea that both God and the devil were intensely interested in the
soul of man end were waging etornal werfaro for its possession, By burnt offer
ings=-=—priparily human but lator changod ic animals, na in the caso of the proe
posed sacrifice of Isaac by his father ibraham; by undeviating obedience to the
divine law &g tranemitted from Cod to man vie & priesthood; and by an obstinate
refueel to yield to the wiles of the devil man hoped to attain everlasting life
in the very pleasant God-ruled heaven. Otherwise his soul would surely be taken
to hell, Earthly life was unconfortable, to be sure, but hell wes considered hr
poré uneatisfactory in every detail,

Kan fully believed that the battle between the forces of good and evil
wad a titanic, never-snding war in which the decision swayed first in favoer of
one and titen of the other, but was never conpletely decisive, He thought of hime
self as a soldier, free and capable of choosing on which side he would fipht, and
it is reasonable to suppose that the larpe najority of men pelected the side they
considersd had the hest chance of ultimate victory, Even when @ man sald his soul
| to the devil for materlal gain, he was positive that in some way he could eircuw-

vent the devil, and after death enjoy a celeatial hone,

Thip conflict between the powsra of good and evil rapidly beceme an in-
tensely real part of man'e life and consclousness, In the folklore of most prim-
| | itive races there is precisely the save sequence of supernetural events: the cre-

ation of the world ond man: a Garden of Eden; a revolt of the angels egainst the
I chief deity; their tewmporary defeat end men's expulsion from sn earthly paradiae:
the mating of the fallen angels with earthly women; e floods the confuslon o f

tongues; and thenceforward oontinuous war for the conquest and final possession
of the eoul of man.
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This objective was of far greater importance to the individual than the
gusstion of how the army of Cod weuld finally win, for in the result of that ul-
timate victory rested the safety of his soul after death., Consequently the theme
of war for the soul of man wes incorporated very early into the fellklore and li-
aerature of psoples all over the world,

The Biblicel version of the Carden of Eden was written in its present
form no sarlier than 600 B,C,, but it is a wuch older narrative known universlly
to primitive peopls. In fenesis the devil {in the form of & enake) wes definite-
ly victiorious, and Adam and ive suffered by exjulsion from paradise. Adam from
then on had to earn his bread by the sweat of his brow, while Jve and all of her
daughters faced constant death in bringing new life to earth. Adam blamed Ive
for the catastrophe, and since thet time there has been an eterpal confliet be-
tween the sexse, This is the first recorded conflict between good and evil, and
it iz imporiant to note that Cod ms well as man was the loser,

inother very early use of the same basic plot is found in Job, This was
uritten either by an unknown author in the elevonth century B.C, or by Foses cir-
ca 1520 B.C, The story starts with a family gathering between God and his sons
to which Baten comes, probebly uninvited but oertainly not forbidden. Though he
has lost the first battle and been sxiled from heaven, the devil remsins on auf-
ficiently intimate terms with Cod to visit Him and engage in intimate conversa-
tion, God comments on the goodneas of his servant Job and the devil replies thai
Job serves Cod only because he wishes to retain His favor and fears His wrath,
God contends that Job is a "perfect and upright man who feareth God and eschewsth
evil," Finally od, to prove his point, gives Satan liberty to test Job in eny
vay except killing him, Here Cod is unconcerned as to what is done te Jobs body
but doss not wish his soul o fall into Datan's clutches, Job's afflictions ip-
elude loss of family and property, and are climaxed by "sore boils from ths zcle
of his foot to his crown," The unferiunate man "fook him s potsherd to scrape
himgelf withol and he sat down among the ashes,” There he is visited by three
friends who urge him to curse Cod and die. The four srgue the problem, Finclly
Job haz a longthy conversation with Ced, in which he repemts his lack of faith,
end thus at the end of the narrative God wins the battle with the devil and rc-
teins the soul of Job, The latter is rowsrded for his loyalty by the restoration
of his property, and by becoming the father of sovon sons and thro¢ daughters.
Then, though it is implied but not definitely statod, he is tekon to hcawven,

This warfere between God and the devil sways backwerd end forward and
in The Develation of St, John the Divine Batan is triumphent in all enpagements
until he is finally defeatsd in the battle wt Armageddon. Until this time the
forces of evil are tempeorarily conguersd but never completely vanguished; thua
thev continue to remain a source of potential danger to the human recs,

The fourth chapter of St, latthew furnishes s powerful description of
the propaganda technique usad by the devil to win the soul of Christ, Afisr the
forty-day fast in the wilderness Christ is appreached by the devil who, having
iwice failed to tempt him, holds out 2 third inducement, all the kinpgdoms of the
world "will T pive thee if thou wili fall down and worship me,” Christ did not
annihilate the devil or attsmpt in any way to impair his power of evil, saying
merely, "Geot thee hence!™ This offering of power and riches in return for latsr
sorvitude is an oft-ropeatsd thems in wedieval literature, and is aptly dremetiz.
ed in several operas deamling with the Faust legend.

Two great poets wrots of this conflict and described conditions in
heaven and hell, Escorted by Virgil, Dante made a tour of hell, end in vivid
language particularized the sufferings of the eternally damned. Ifitton, perhape
better able to see because of his blindness, wrote Paradise Loat ard Poradige Rg-
pained, 1In thess poems Milton inserted verious anachronisms, but in the mein he
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fallowed the mccepted text and thus becams an early member af the SOCEI.BTL)I' of
Yorld Savers {of which Zdmond Esmilton is a favorite modern representaiive},

JohnBunyan wrote two famous novels which releted the adventures o f‘ e
soul beset on ane hand by the devil and aided on the other by fod, In The Fil-
grim's Progress'herrates the strangs and difficult journey of o weary traveller
who finally gains a celestial heme in spite of the afforts of va_urious f:ends to
eircumvent him and taks his soul to hell, However, Christian is not finelly safe
until he wades intc the river (symbolie of death) and arrives on the gther shore
where he is met by angels who assure him that his dangers are over. .

Bunyan's other masterpiecs, The Holy Wer, is an mllegorical novel in
which God end the devil fight for the comtrol of a city celled Man Sou{. Truly
to appreciate this work the Cassell edition, profusely illustreted by Selous and
Friston, should be used: here ths pictures follow the text very closely, showing
the duality of eonflieting ideologies clearly. The heavenly werriors with stars
on their foreheads and wearing winged helmets are all beautiful blonds, courage-
ous and strong, with fine, kind fsatures, Conversely the devils are heavy bru-
nettes with vicious faces, horned helmets, serpsnts twined around arms and veisis,
the hetred end melice in their hearts ell too gvident. Bunyen fellows the ex=-
pected plotepattern; often the tide of conflict swinge towerd the side of evil,
but eventuelly rightsousnsss wins the battle and complete control of Bban Soul.

In more rscent tines we have hnetole France's Revolt of the angsls. In
this novel he describes the sternal conflict in a rather modern manner, the evil
spirits taking en active part in French politics, {Both France and his compat-
riot Zole sesmed unable to keop political discussions end intriguss cul of their
fiction.) The Revolt of iha Angals is intsrosting beceuse it shows clearly the
propegandizing of the lesser devils mssipgned to the task of 30 corrupting wmwaen
thet he can ensily bhe dragged into hell, Beyond question the prissthood felt that
these demons had dome thorough work on the 2cul of France and had influenced the
yriting of the final chapter---which pives the impression that good is evil and
evil is good and that the devil has a finer idea of the humanitiass than God. This
novel ampliiies the sge~old belisf that froem the moment of hirth every human be-
ing hag an sngel assipned fto help him reach hesven, and also a personal devil to
beguile him into hell,

Devile become eepecially powsrful when they actually enter the body of
their personal victims, which they eccomplish by using one of the natural ori-
fices, It was once thought thet sneezing or yawning afforded excsllent opportu-
nity for such entrance, The Hindue thought that if the fingsrs were snapped dur-
ing a yawn the evil spirit would be thwarted. GSimilerly, Mfohammed wrote, "If
one of you eneezs, let him him exclaim 'Alhamodillah' end lst those around selute
him in refurn with 'Allah hays mercy upoh these,'" Thus our present-day ejacula-
tion of "God bless you!" when some one sneezey is seen to be a dirset continuae
tion of this old supsretition,

The couvade is generelly practiced throughout the Setadic Zane, I 4
originated from the belief that Lilith, the first wife of Adem and the only fe-
mele engel in Heaven prior to the celestial wer, joined the army of Saten and
with him wes cast out of Paradiss, Lver afterwards she was supposed always o be
on the alert to kill end capturs the souls of 21l women. Following childhirth,
the body of the mother is easily entered through the opensd birth cznsl, Ta pro=
téct the mother the father goes to bed, takes care of ths chtld, and even pre-
tonda to nurse it. He is kept on a restrictod diet for forty days, during which
time hies friends visit nim end offer congratuletions on his having given birth,
bsanwhile the mother has imvediately resumed her household dutiee, The purpose
#f all this, of course, is 4o cavse Lilith to mistake the man for the woma n
and to foil her attempt to enter the mother and capture her soul., V¥ictor Leyr,er
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has executed en excellent picture that depicts the couvade in minute deteil, It
iz interesting to note here thet while Lilith is credited with great povers her
intelligence is open to question. Centuries of repeated fajluree néever have
tau; ht ner just who or whers the real mother is.

Many primitives fill in all of the cracks of their huts with mud before
the birth of a child and during the delivery run about the structure making loud
noisse to scare away threatening devils., The Arabs take a new-born child ic a
fire, or near the flame of a candle, to protect it. The Jewish religion provides
for the safsty of the baby by having a rabbi pin a protecting prayer to the blan-
ket covering it,

irt, as a pictorial form of literature, was keenly influonced by the
age-long opposing concept of gods of good and evil, Dore never deviated from the
universal characterizations while Fra. Giovanni /Angelico could nof resist paint-
ing hsll in bold colors in his fresco "The Lagt Judgement." In cathedrals zuch
as Notre Deme the interiors are filled with pictures of victoricus sairts eand
angels, but domes end roofs sre adorned with hidoouws gargoyles unmisiakably da-
moniacal. Hell and its final punishments reached the ultimate of humen imagina-
tion in the paintings adorning Hindu temples, #Many Biblical commentators balieve
that during their captivity the Jews were deeply influenced by the ancient asiae
tic hells, and incorporated weny of their details inte the 0ld Testament, which
was reputedly written from memory by a group of geventy rabbis in Babyloen,

In his Treatise on the fods H. L. Fencken gives an exc¢ellent swemation
of this Indian hell, iome unfortunate souls, because they killed a priest, were
tortured for 64,000 years there---and each day and hight in hell wes oquivalent
to 64,000 years on sarth, Those vho refused almeg to a priest were & deafth turn-
ed inte pretas, ghostly beings that roamed the world suffering such sternal tor=
tures from thirst that their dried-out stowachs caught [ire and caused flsmes to
iscue Trom fueir mouths and noses, 4ifter death the good man, on the other hand,
lived in a golden palace and wes supplied with 2 white cloud on which he might
float, Heé remained in such celestial bliss with a retinue of lovely maidens for
9,224,000,000 years, "eating huckleberriss and learning how to love." One pre-
sumes that at the snd of this lengthy amorous education he was graduated summa
cum laude,
Three books of Asiatic origin contributed greatly to the literaiurs of
good-evil conflict, These are The Talmud, The oran and The srabian Hights, In
many details they show that they originated in the smme folklore. #ing Solomon
figures largely as the chappion of God, and &8 he was endowed with all wisdom,
he had no difficulty in cepturing many demons, which he sealed in copper jars and
cast into the sem. 'hile these demons wers very powerful they do noi seem very
intellsctual; for often they were ouilwitied by men of little education, is isa to
be sxpected, in all stories in these throe books evil is conquerede---2zt least
temporarily,
Derk pages of social history centering around this conflict vere writ-
ten in the kiddle Ages when black mapic’'s hysterical adherents were tortured and
burned by the zealous servants of Cod in the Inguisition. These followvers of the
dovil, true to sncestral memories, went from right to left and dovmwmrd, By re-
citing the iass und the apostle’s creed backward they changed holy into unholy
end thus vere sble both to worship the dsvil and insult Cod simultanesously. o=
ing ccunter-clockwise is & very powerful form of magic knoum all over the world;
today the schoolehild who is able to recite ths alphebet backwards or t0 write in
mirror hand is supposed frequently to have cther powers not entirely orthodox,
Conversely, in Scotlund the drewing of a cirecle clockrise through the air cround
the body is reputed to furnish powsrful protection apainst the Zvil One,

The fight for the soul of man is rot ended till he safely reaches Hem~
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an or is at last, hopaless and helpless, flung into the fires helow,. Thus the
goul, rftar the demth of the bodv, is still in danger, The Igyptian gqpl_c‘.o_f‘ the
Derd deteils the ordesls the soul of the dead men faces, and @nstructa him ?mw
to pess through various gatss and succsessfully combat the devil, In one of Kip-
ling's cherming teles he vividly describes a rultitude of sou%s neering heaven
but still besst by the seductive propaganda of manv lesser den}s. heaven sends
a rescuing force of engels to launch counter propaganda which will encourage the
wavering sculs to remain steedfast until they are safely inside the Pearly "ztes.

In the present day one branch of Christienity firmly believes that af-
ter death thes soul remains inside the body till rigor mortis oceurs, If the fi-
nel rites of the church are given before rigidity then the soul is saved. The
presunption is that the devil has never learned of this hiding place of the soul
Bod thus loses valuable time still seeking it outside the body.

The guestion of how long the scul is safs after death or how long it
remeins seercted within the body is partly answered by the custom of rnany somi-
primitives of plecing piecss of glass and colorzd stones on graves o frighten the
devil, There is & closc relation botwesn this custom and the crossoes and other
religious symbols carved in merble seen in our modern cometories.

The fear of evil spirits is still = dofinite part of the evervday think-
ing of the Pennsylvenia Dutch, They paint symbols on their barns to keep devils
from harming their cettle: they believe in pow-wow for the cure of diseases, and
study The Seventh Book of jfoses, +n old man lived but a few miles from my home
and his neighbors believed hs had seld his soul to the devil. I have an old bed-
spreed woven in a design called “Four apostlss," The old poem runs:

Four angels arcund my bed;

Two at the foot and tiwo at the head.
tatthew, iark, Luke and John,

Rlees the bed I sleep upon.

with that bedspread covering them my grest-grendparents must have felt protected
egainst nocturnal visitetions of ths evil epirits,

Tha question faces the analyst &s to whether there is ery basic founda-
tion for this world-wide, ags-old ocredence in the struggle betwsen the forces of
light and darknéss for the possession of man's soul., For centuries ven have writ=-
ien sbout this conflict, and have believed a1l they urete, Flaubert's Tenpta-
iions of Si. santhony dramatizes the struggle thet saint sew raging about him,
Luther cleimed thet he saw the devil and threw an inkpet et him, He once wrota:
"I neerd him above my cell walking on the cloister. But as I knew he wes the
Devil I peid no attention to hinm end went to bed," MNor is there any doubt that
Panté, Milton and Bunyen belicved they were writing of matters that wors fectusl.

In considering the present-day usc of this plot of caonilict boetwoon
good and evil, especially in the fentasy field, it is evident that thers are two
sherply-defincd groups, Thero ere many tales whero visitora from distant plenots
vigit tho Zerth, and e many where men of thia planet visit others. The inevi-
table result ia war between the two. However, the axtra-terrestrials ere rathsr
similar to huoen beings; they may differ in comparative intelligence, ideology,
bodily shepe, and 80 on, but in the main thers is really no vital and fundemeutel
digtinction, and we finish such a etory with the thought that after g1l it 1is
eimpiy e description of 2 struggle between two not particularly different racss,
Lore apace opern does not leave the impression that the extrasterrestrials
terrible in their might or supernatural in their powsr.

The other modern group, headed by Lovecraft and Merritt, write of very
cld gode from the Outside who have only one desira, that of corquering mankind,
capturing ite souls, end st long laet destroying the planet Earth, Theee

ara

gods
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assume unearthly shapes and possess supernetural powers derived not from weapons
based on many known ecientific principle, but rather from psychic resaveirs un-
¥nown to the most learned scientist. These authors have created new worlds and
peculiar supernatural forces, but have simply followed the ancient plot fimly
believed in by all primitive peoples, food temporarily defeats evil, but the
under gods ars never completely destroyed, These zuthors cannot accept the thaught
that ell things bed can be destroved beyord possible resurrection any more than
they can the idem of evil being permenently wictorious, Lovecraft snd Merritt
each has his imitetors smong the younger authora. Bok more or less successfully
imitates ilerritt, while Derleth and Wendrei follow closely after Lovecraft,

Dne might esk whother Lovecraft or Morritt actuanlly belicved there was
nny definite basis for iheir plots involving the gods fram Beyond and their par-
ticipation in this conflict for the scul, Though the former is eccepted as the
naster of this form of litorature, Fronk Belkmap Long recently stated that he did
not take any such belicf seriously. August Derleth concurs with this view, sey-

ng-° _
N vong's stotement is cbsolutsly correct, Lovecraft wrote in

the myth-pattorn for the vory good resson that he had invent-
ed it, and whet more nrturcl thet he should earry it ont He
ficd only so much time fo devotc to his writings; his nyth-
prttorn was popular: doubtless he, too, was fond of his fic-
tional world cnd it is the most notursl thing in the world
that he “scomod unchble to write onything else"=-=it was not
thet he wns unchle to do so, but thot he elecied to do so
with the 1ittlc $ime he hed.

There is little known on which to bange on opinion regording Horritt'a belief din
the besic clemont of his plots, Onu thing 1s eertain, howcver: theso authors
have miven their gode naw names but they heve not created new ideas; Dbehind
21) the literary trimmings they still remain Cod and devil, good and evil:

In answering the guestion of whether there actually exists now &r ever
did exist, eny provahle eclements of fmet in this belief of the duslity of deities
pne important field of research hes beun completelv disregarded, et loast as far
s providing any solution to this vexing problem.

In the world's composite civilization there i# & large number of per-
sons who are called nbnormels., The lergest segment of these psychotics sulf ers
from dementin praecox, or schizophrenia, which is a splitting of the personslity
or, specifically, "the simultanecous presencs of two conflicting ideas," each bat-
tling for supremacy over the mind or soul of the patient. These potients hcve
verious delusions founded on differing types of hallucinations which ara mainly
visuol nnd suditery, though sometimes olfactory and izctile.

A1 of these delusions center around the splitting, or dvality, of the
poraonality., This cleavege cloarly shows a struggle botweon good and ewvil, God
ond devil, for the ultimete posscssion of the patient's soul. The hallucinzations
of sight ond zound on which theso delusions erc baged are vary real to the pa-
tient, but because the psychistrist does not see and hear them he has always con-
eidered that they exiat only in the imagination of a sick wen and are therefore
without factual foundetion,

Scientifically there is no doubt that such psychoses as dementia prae-
cox definitely lower the threshold of conscicusness and cause the subject to be-
come very primitive in 2ll his modes of thinking, How far back, how deep into
the subconsciocus a parson can aink, end whether the subconscious includes ances-
tral memory as well zs all experiences of the patient's past life are et present
uneanswerad questions; but it is an undeniable fact that many paychotic petients
exhibit to a truly astonishing degres cultural pattsrne which have been dafin-
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itely treced to the mest encient races.

Therefore there exists in our hospitala for the mentally dls:jﬁ:f.ere%
large number of persons vhose delusions, based on hallucinations, ??e el
abnormel beceuse their delusional life cennot h? shared hy.the so-duéas-o_ suéé
Thie vriter, in the course of & querter century's contact with hu? ;r e
patients, has never been able to ¢onvince himself that these pe:u-l o -£££;nés
entirely the stuff of which dreams are made. He has been abls % ) Sve Saikall
with most of such potients and, in return for this frie?dsh?p, they & -
more freely to him than they would to the average psychiatrist, A

Their confidential communicetions follow a mein pattern varied only

i i igid xperience end the depth of mental
slightly by educetion, environment, religious exp : i s
jllness st hand. Universally this pstiern confirms thelbellef that Cod an c
devil are struggling for the domination of the patients s?uls. ) The ceaseless
confiict is constently raging all around them but becomes in¢redibly terrifying
when it ectuelly enters their bodies. Then within themselves are heard the e=
ductive whisperings of the devil and the counter-whisparings‘of God encouraging
then to resist temptetion, Thus there is e bivalence of desirer every thought ,
every act has an oppoging thought or act blocking final action,

' The patient fesls that while this battle is being waged hs, en d he
alone, can make the final decision, There is ample evidence that he desires to
seve his soul from everlasting torment. His rage, his siruggle to obﬁain completo
magtery over svil and drive out the devil is apparent, TWhile fightlnﬁ thug he
may be described, in peychistric terms, es being in the stage of conflict,

Often the hallucinations are visual and he sses God and the devil ac-
tuslly struggling for posscssion of his soul, Most often this takes place during
tha night, with 8od hovering above the bed and the devil hiding underneath., God
is alweys blond, beeutiful and awc-inspiring in His majestic strength, The devil
is ugly, norned, with m teil and & hairy body, Ho is usurlly armed with = pitche
fork, while God carries & flaming aword, Night after night the conflict rages
while the patient liss wido~oyoed and immohile, overwhelmed by the apectacle, and
egotistically convincod that he is worthy of such a supernatural struggla,

Puring the day thz paticnt mey relax in tho safcty of the bed or a
chair, Out of cither he is hotly pursusd by the devil. If he is oncc caught
and his postorior impaled by the pitchfork he is cternelly lost, One peticnt
carefully cxpleined to me his particular places of rofuge, and was canvineccd that
if ever he foll in jumping from onc to another tho devil would snatch his socul
efter killing him with = trident,

Voices come out of the sky, truly from the gode of Beyond, hurli ng
threats ag to what will be done te a captured_uog%r Because most of these are
cbecens the patient often suifers a very violew 10 which fear and rage mingle to
produce what is called “the homosexual penic,"

Driven to desperation in their attempts 4o keep these devils out of
their bodisa, theae people often resort to forms of mutiletion which will prevent
then fron cormitting unpardonzble sine, They enucleate their eyes to kesp from
seeing evil, bite off their tongues to prevent any vile speech, cut off hends or
castratc themselves to ensurc their irability to indulge in sbnormal sexual acts,
In final despsration euicids ie often resorted to with the belief that in this
ultimate saerifice to Mod they can gscape the clutches of ths devil. One man,
after self-nutilation, fell backward with arme extendod to make e cross of hisg
body, in the hope +that this position would aavo his soul after dsath,

ALl too often the patient cemses to struggle and surrenders to the doyw
il. Thon his condition becames cntirely hopoless. Heodlesa of eold, hungor or
uncleenliness hs refusacs to cet or care for himself in any way, Droathing ia ree
duced to & minloum of only throc or four times a nminute, Winking is so0 infrge
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quent that the dry eyeballs develop ulcers. Urine and feces are passed aily when
sccunulation producee involuntary muscular spasms. Fe never talks, Yet, as far
as can be detoermined, he is perfectly happy bocause he has ceasod struggling and
is content with the thoughts, sights and acunde sent him by the devils to whom
he has completely surrondered and who are, thereby, in possesaion of hia soul,

This is not the fanciful writing of a scicnco-fiction author, but the
impressions obtaincd by living with and obscrving hundreds of such cases, In
spits of an honest cffort to viow those pationte in the accepted paychiatric way
I have asked pyself ihe gquestion--~-Are these peoplo reoally capable of secing and
hearing forms of life that arc unepprecisble to the so-called normal parsen? I#
is certainly true that thoro are thousands of such petionts who have nover rcad
about the gods fron Ouitside in the writings of Lovecraff, Merritt, et gl., W ho
ere ignorant of anthropology, but fully live to the terror-existence describad by
these authiors. To me the truth is contained]:'one of only twoe possible explana-
tions: dither their delusional fantasiss are the result of education along folk-
lore or religious lines, or elase the result of an extremely deep lowering of the
subconseious which includes ancestral memories of the far away and long 2g0.

Thus it seems that the conflict of the goda for the congquest of the soul
cannot be lightly dismissed as fantasy, While there will elweys exist a diversi-
ty of opinions it is not impossible that, in tinme to come, intensive scientific
research mey prove that the situstions developed by our present fantasy authors
could have hed duplicetes in actuality. Until that time comes, however, the only
logical and purely scientific position to tmke is that the question of £he con-
flict of the gods for the control of the soul remains unsolved,

JOURPRY T4 o T

TwWO IN ONE

by
Thyril L, Ladd

The White Cat {1907) by Gellstt Burgess is e story of dual personality,
From a meandering beginning---for the book's early chapters are very much over-
stuffed with drawing-room conversation--~this tale develops s situation which is
of extremely tense nature, and, indeed, seems really baffling of sclution. The
tension grows tighter and tighter as the novel progresses.

A young architect named Castle is injured when his asuto crashes into a
tree near a fine country residence, Invelided in this house, he makes the ac-
quaintance of the girl Joy. Joy is wealthy eand beautiful as well, but 18 beset
by a strange maledy; efter sleeping she is liable to awake not &3 herself but as
another personality---a romping, younger-minded end often cruel stranger, This
other self is called Edna, HNeither of the two personslities, however, remembera
tuything the other may hevoe said or done,

49 the “dna-personality bacomes more wanton end cruel, it becomes evi-
dent to Cestle thet he must do something to save the girl Joy, whome he has come
to love. He and a faithful colored servant of the household baille together.
Action is complicated, however, by a doctor---a friend of the Edna-half---uhe is
striving through hypnotism to destroy the Joy-personality entirely.

The closing chapters of The White Cat provide real thrills, as Casile
ueses the most siringent methods at his command to relieve Joy of the umvanied al-
ternate 3¢lf, His method of so doing is effective and dramatic---though to re-
veal it would lessen the potential reader's interest.
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This novel is also of mors than commen interest because of an intrigu-
ing eimilarity, in fundamental plot, that exists between it and The Talkers {143
by Robert W, Chembers. ==

At no time in The White Cat does the author hint et the origin of fthis
ather personality possessed by Joy, In the Chambers novel, hawever, the poini
is stresesd, There, B beautiful girl is killed whan e hatpin piercag her brain,
A young surgeon of none too acceptabls reputation comas upon her dead body some
tipe after death end decides to test his theory that there exists in the brain a
gland controlling life and death. Fis unorthodca operation is quite successful,
and the girl returns to life,  But as her spirit seecks to re-gnter her body the
apirit of enother deceased girl, also seeking to live sgain in this world, bat-
t1les her for ounership of the body. Thenceforth until the end of the book the
girl's fiance finds either her ovm normel self present or the recklogs and evil
ppirit :of an intruding etrangsr,

In my opinion, Burgess has done & much better job than Chambers with
this thome,. Eis plot is . more campact , he does not deviate so.much from the prob-

I..:l‘am a4 hand, gnd he has produced, all in-all, a betier piecs of writing, I can-
-inot keilp wondering,-tao---because of thé similarity between the two works---if
. .Crambers read The White Cat and waa inspired to remold its besic -idea into a no-

vel of hic.gwn, Cerieinly the chronology is favorable te such a.belief. Ir any
cape, there are sufficient new intidents 8nd frosh veriations in The Talkers to
prevent any charge of plagiarigm srisifg. y |
Tor.sowe resson. [ I.suspect unjustified falth in the accurncy of des-
eriptions of the book in edvertising) many fand Wave gaindgd the impression that
The White Cet's theme is possession of a woman's body by a cat~demon, Thie is
entirely erroneous, of course, and shows how many dealers never hesitate to dee~
oribe for sale buoks.‘thayr,have neyer read, The origin of the title is interest-
ing, Burgess has chodén!it to freﬁer todhaghildhood fairy tale wherein e prince
is made, by its urgent pleas, to behead dn’ enchanted white cat---whereupon a be-
spelled princees instantly regeins her rightful form. So, in this novel, the hera
is obliged to use the moet violent measures et his command to save his sweet-
heanrt's proper personality,
i ¥or ihe serious reader---ong who can enjoy e clash of divaergent char~
actors=--this tele prescnts some vory entertnining resding,  Tts power lies in
its ever-mouniing clements of horror and fescination. Thors are.mo spoetral fig-

- urep, aliding.pencls or unearthly shrieks, but thord i's prosent somothing even

more gripping-s=the stark horror 8f & mind pesssssed by an ovil, intelligent on-
tityy |

=m0
DL CAMP, L; $praguc and, PRATT, Fletcher

The. Sernclian Cubg: a Humdrous Fantesy

:Now Yorks The Gnpme Froep, 1948, 230pp. - 22,5 emy . $3. -

It wag a "droem-stonoy™ tlie foremest of tha Armenien labor geng told

- - archaologist. Arthur Cleveland Finch, I you slept ‘on: it,, you would £0 to heaven

-==the "place where everything ¢ 1ike you 'went," @s the. Apmenien expleined. And

. thet' nighty chucklipng at his' ovn ebsurdity, Finch stuffed the red cube under his

piliow; vished fqr & ‘;{erﬁ‘l;fi;y fatdona} world, and drifted 5ff to sleep,

s -Beems familier, dgesn't it Ti-1s:if you'we resd Last Darkness Fall,
Ahe Imcomplete Enchkanter,.Th? Land of Unreason-and:thd restrof the Prett-de Camp
novela, A1l of them use some similar device to get the reader sut of hia avery-
dey world., A megic stone 15 es good a ticket to en adult fairyland ae any, but
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what really counts, of course, ie how
good the destinpmtion is, There are
three fairylends crammed into The Carw
nelian Cube-~-und every cpe stinks,

This is not the faultd the ideas
themselves. They are not bed; in faet
one of them is prefty good, But the
suthors ere sc progecupisd with churn-
ing out slick dimlogue to cover theae
idens that such litils things as char-
acterization, plot, development and
credibility are completely overlooked,

Tha first world is a sort & feud-
al set-up wherse people call each other
"thou" or "vouse" according ta their
social status, MNothing much of inter-
est happens, and the readsr gtz accus-
tomed to everything just me Finch is
catapulted elsewhers.

This time he Jands in another f eud=
al eociety, B heavy-handed satire on
southern customs end aristocrats, com-
plete with 8 e¢olonel who calls people
"suh" and whips out a pistol or a mint
julep according to his mood, Stirred
in with him are such items as literary
societles, Joseph Dunninger, boat-rac-
ing and tha ghost of en octopus. Ths
result is certeinly a mess.

The third place whers the carnelian
cube takes Finch seems the most promis-
ing af the lot, Everything c¢licks
along scientifically---even cocktail=
mixing is done with e stop-waich and a
metric graduate, Tre study of histery
involves actual reconstructions, These
use authentic costumes and ssttinge,
and "sctore" who have undergone mentasl
gurgery and psychological treatment to
give them the outloockef the historieal
fighres they represent. 'What possibil
ities for & full-length novel} None of
them, however, are reellzed in thie pe-
destrian treantment,

Given docent attontion, eachof the
sepAarnte idems in this book would make
an acceptable novel in itself, But
jamming them together with narrative
speed and a bunch of cardbonrd charac-
ters is a poor aubstitute for good
writing, If MNssrs, de Camp and Pratt
do not reallze it, any reader of The
Carnelian Cype will be eble +o enlight-
en them, _._Charles Peter Brady.
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The Immcrtal Storme-=-
copcluded from pege 32

enterlng the field; and old names, Some
of which had been driven into inactivity
by disagreemant with Wollheim, were re-
turning. The complexionsof the profes-
eional fentasy magazines themselves were
completely altersd, and new titles were
appearing. For the first time in many
years moat of fandom was united in geek~
ing a common goalt & world science-ric-
tion convention to be hold im eonjunc-
tion with the 1939 World's Falr, The
past, since 1837, had bsenan ora of tur-
moil, ceaseless feuding, shattered plans
and abortive dresms, The immediave fu-
ture, at lemst, ivcked betier, And as
1938 drew to a close, the keynote of
acience-fiction fandom was optimiem,

{to be continued)
= (o

OF AN OLD WoMAN

try
Gensvieve K, Stephens

She celled an elfin maid
To wateh her ancient hcuse
And went upon her journsy
Unobtrusive as a MoUsdo,

Now whon the old floors creak
And dusty shutters raiscd,
Eyas elfin look forth,

Net sick, ead or dazed,

And evan as it erumblos

Merry laughtor ringa---

And there iz wondermont indeed
How swoet the 8ld {ne sings,

i () (G

BACK NUMBERS: The followihg issuea of
Fantasy Commentatar are on hend in amall
seupplys #9, 11, 20. Pricc, 25¢ cach, 5
for $1., If you desire any of thoss ia-
suos, order promptly, pleasos they will
be pormencntly out of print when the
presant quantities ara exhausted, A
postal card from any regular subscriber
will suffice.



LEAVES — A BOTANICAL RARITY

"Leaves ie & collector’'s item of extreme rarity," said Sam Moskowitz in
the Fall, 1947 Fantesy Sommeniator (p. 141}, "end emsily holde a prominent place
among thé finest journals ever to be turned out by the fan field," This is not
to imply thet it wee an ordinary garden-vaeriety “fanzine," While it was indecd a
publication devoied to fantasy, one could hardly call it a typical fan magmzine,
for as Clark Ashton Smith said of The Recluse (W. Paul Cook's earlier "ayjay" en-
deevor upon which Leaves ‘as besed), “it had none of the newsy tita about living
authors, magazines, etc,, that characterize the present-dey publications of the

"

SR A predominately literary publicetion which survived for only two 13-
sues, lLeaves wams edited and published by R. H. Barlow, (One might speculate on
whethor the title Lesves was suggested by Leavenworth, at which city he resided
when the first number wes published.) Barlow was a familiar figure in amateur
journelism end fantasy circles a decade ego, but today he is best remembered as
an macolyte and friend of H, P. Lovecraft, whom he fwice enterteined at his Flor-
ida homwe., Lovecraft designated him his literary executor, and in that capacity
Barlow hae worked closely with August Derlsth and Arkham Houss, Hig memeir of
Lovecraft in Florida, "The Wind thet is in the Gress,"” eppesrs in Inpginelis, and
he has written other items of fantesy interest, including the foreword to Henry
8. Whitehead's Arkhom House collection, Jumbee gnd Other Uncanny Tales, At pres-

ent Borlow lives in lfexico City where he 1s writing n history under a Guggenheim
gront.

Loaves wes Rarlow's chief contribution to the fantasy field. The two
igsues appeared in 1937 end 1938, scon after the collapse of Fantoey dapezine,
when fondom was in the “dork eges,” Becauso of this, Leaves creeted little stir
et the time, However, it has bocome a2 collector's item bocnuse it is tho source
of more than one veluable bit of fantasia and slac because it reprinted several
hard-to-obtein iteme from professional publicetions, The megazine's "extrems rar~
ity" is implicit in the fect thet only 100 copies of the first issue were pub-
listed, and but egixty of the second placed on sale,

In eppearance, however, both numbers fail to impress one in this day o
lithographed covers and multicolor mirmography. In a1l except bulk---each issue
compares quite favorably with Joe Kennedy's two annuals and The Fangyclopedip.-=
legves appears as & shoddily mimeographed publication, completely unillustrated
except for front covers, wholly innoccent of letter-guide headings, and run off
entirely in bleck ink on heavy, white, lettersize stock, Though reasonably leg-
ivle, the magazine ehowe definite signs of hurry; a few pages seem not to have
been slipsheeted, others are run off crockedly---especielly in the second number
---&nd geveral bear a vertical gerise of ink-blots from a smudged roller.

The stencilling itself is of avsrage quelity; typographical errers ere
in evidence, some strike-overe can be found, and left-out words are inperted bs-
tueen the linee &bovo a caret, There are no even-adged right~hand margins., The
iype chengee from pice to slite and back agein, the pwitch on one ocession come
ing in the middle of a story,

Tue front cover of the first Leeves depicts a group of cak lesves twirl-
ing earthward---a very siwple end unimapginative line drawing which, being un-
shadod, is hard to fathom at first glanco. In the upper left corner is typed the
information: “Swmer 1937: First Issue.” Across the page in the other corner ap-
peares "stire Contente Copyright 1937 by R. H. Barlow," "Published at 104 Third

Avenue, Leavenworth, Fanees® is placed in the lower left~hand cormer, The cover
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also lists the price as 35¢, MNovhere eles does this publishing data appear.

Leeding off Leaves #1 is & tuenty-page fragment titled "The Story of
the Princess lulkeis and the Prince Kalilah: An Unfinished Episode from William
Beckford's Yathek." Being unfemiliar with Vathek, I am uncertain whether +thia
tale, or fregment, appears in the book itseif, or vhether it is & part of the
Episodes of Vethek which were disecovered early in this century-=-some 250 years
efter the outhor's death-~-by o biographer of Beckford, =nd which is supposed to
have been intended as interpolated teles in Vathak proper. Vathek is an Oriental
tsle, resplendant (es Lovecraft said) in "weird coloring” and accentuated with
"shadowy spectral horror.," The following passage may perhaps hint at its atmos-~
phere, if a shard can give an indicetion of the bsauty and symmetry of so intri-
cate a whole:

The sultana rose from her couch, notwithsiending all the ef-

forts made to restrain her, and ran to the balcony overlook=

ing the Nile. The viev from thence was lonely and drear, HNot

e single boat showed upon the surface of the stream, In the

distance were discernible siretches of sand, which the wind,

from time to bime, sent whirling into the air.  The rays of

the setting sun dyed the weters blood-red, Scarcely hkad the

deepening twilight stretched over the herizon, when & sudden

and furious wind broke open the lattice-work of the zellery,..

rellowing this frapment, which (like the above brief quotation from it)
breaks off in & trail of dots, is e seven-page work by Clark Ashton Smith, begin-
ning on pege 17, which presumes to complete Bechford's original episode. His
florid iwaginings somewhat reenpture the original mood; if anmything, this ending
is more lush and colorful than Beckford's beginning. Witness:

In that place, there was no difference between night and day

for the lemps burned eternally amid the fruited foliage, and

the star-like orbs continued to sperkle sver in the vault

above us, Often we wandered through the garden which had a

strange beauty, though we did not care, after certain indis-

crest delvings, to cxanine too closely ite hidden particu-

lars....

Whether this ¢. A. Spith fragment appsars elsewhere I do not know, but

it seoma probable that it is the *Third EZpisode of Vethek" advertised in Arkhanp
House's 1946 catalog as being schedulsd for eppearence in Genjus Loei and CGther
Tales, As the story is not part of the book's actuml conients, it wmay be that
Leaves is the only extant source of it.
4 short piece by Robert B, Howard fills the half-page under Smith's ¥Vaths
ek ending (p. 24), It is "With a Set of Rettlesnake Rattles," which is & brief
meditation on the titlse subject, This sentence strikes the keyncte: "The wearar
of this emblem is inflexibly individuelisti¢; he mingles not with the herd, nor
bows before the thromes of the mighty,"

One of the most interesting and---st this writing~--rere itema that
Leayes prinmted, "Cats and Doge," by Lewis Thecbald, Jun,, follows on page 25, This
essay, purportedly contributed to a dispute about to otcur in a literary ¢lub of
which Mr, Theobald was once a member, takes the feline sids of the cal vs. dog
controversy, and upholds the cat's superiority over man's best friend in convine-
ing and iniwitable feshion, So perfectly does the polished, quietly witty style
of this essay reflect the personal tastes and prejudices of the author {in con-
trast to the impertial cnd detached viowpoint ho usually affected} that ono is
not in the loast surprised to learn that "Lewis Theobald, Jun,"is a psoudonym of
H. P, Lovecraft himself, As a watter of fact, “Cets and Dogs" is the “provaca-
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tive, dolightful ecssay that forms the title pieco for Something mbout Cats, an
hrkham House book of Lovecraftiana to be published shortly. HPL admirers, es-
pocially those who are mlso cat lovers, will be delighted with this graceful ex-
preesion of an enthusiasm ao cloae to its author's heart.

A sonnet by Elizabeth Toldridge, "Mists," completes page 34, It iz re-
markeble chiefly for the iypographical errore to he found therein which are sum-
marized in an "Errata” notation in Leaves #2.

For eheer literary quality, "Dead Houses" (pege 35) fe unequalled in
either issue of the megmzine, This 23=page work by Edith Miniter is not a irue
short story; rather, it is a long, rambling description of life and incident in
the New England town of Holly Mountein, & community of segging houses and dagen-
erate people. Telling her tale in the menner of an elderly goseip gently rock-
ing on her wisterie-covered piezzm, the author reveals e aharp eye for realistic
detail end e knack for description of “empty houses and abandoned farme, of shut.
torod windows, relics, ghoets and silence" that is worthyof Mary K Wilkine-Free-
man or Ross Terry Ccoke., An oxcerpt would give 1ittle indication of the bound-
lese quality of this work, end the choice of a passage would be difficult, One
could never decide whether to quote the siory about the grandfather who, while
hie spouse was watching & sick neighbor, kept himself awake by reading John 5. C
Abbott's History of the Civil Var in two volumes, and then exsctly at widnight
loaded a wheelbarrow with pies and firewood which he pushed to the solace of his
wife and the invalid; or the tale of the prim New Englander who, visiting a neigh~
bor, had to sit at dinner next to a "great big N-----," and though she had a sil-ver
fork to eat with, felt insulted; or the episode about tho shiftless family, too
lazy to chop wood, who burned fence-rails all winter, thrusting one end of the
rail into the stove till it burned away, then simply shoving the rest into the
fire. If you over have an opportunity to read Leaves, do not overlook "Dead
Houses" merely because it is not a weird tale.

"Sandalwood," a poem by Clark Ashton Smith, and "The Beautiful City,"
a sonnet by Frank Belknap Long, occupy page 49. The former is probably the title

entry of the Smith brochure Sandalwood, but I prefer the sonnet, which does not
suffer from such poeticises as "Thou, who hast chosen the world's appointed way"
(line two of Smith's poem).

A reprinting of A. Merritt's "People of the Pit" begins on page 50.

This famous tale, which is credited by Jack Williamson and Edmond Hamilton as in-
spiring both of them to try writing science-fiction, was virtually out of print
at the timo of its appearance hore, although it has been reprinted sinco.

"Obiter Scriptum, or, Succotash Without Seasoning," an editorial by R.
H, Barlow (page 60), begins: "Leaves is an uncommon botanical bit,, modelled, 1
suppose, after Cook's Recluse of ten years past, which (although it survived to
no second number) collected a variety of material, chiefly fantastic, in complete
indifference to popular taste." The editorial continues with four pages of dis-
cussion as to whether fantasy is "a legitimate type of artistic expression. . .."
The affirmative is taken by Clark Ashton Smith, who decries the fact that fantasy
is "out of favor" among intellectuals. Mourning the plight of the writer who was
"unlucky enough to have been born into the age of Jeffers, Hemingway and Joyce,"
Smith writost
Writers must confine themselves woll within the range of sta-
tisticians, lightning calculators, Froud and Kraft-Ebbing,
tho Hearst and McFadden publications, WPA and mcil-ordor cat-
alogues. Chimeras are no longer the mode, the infinite has
been abolished, mystery is obsolete, and Sphinx and Medusa

are toys for children. Tho weird and tho unearthly are out-
lawed, and all mundane”ossibilities (which, it may bo, are
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commonplaces of the Pleiads} have been banished to some lim=

bo of literalistie derision,

Two short poems, "H. P, Lovecraft” and "Ephemera"™ by CIlizabsth Told-
ridge, fill the lower half of page 64. Neither is of much interest. "The Panel-
led Room," a short story by August Derleth, begins on page 65, It originally ap-
peared in The Westminster Magazine during 1933, and is in my opinion ona of ir,
Derleth’'s finest tales, It has been variously reprinted since thet time.

A poem "It Will Be Thus," by Arthur Goodencugh (page 70} is followed by
throe stories by Donald Wandrei which begin on page 71, Thay are "The Twilight
of Time," first of the "Cosmic Dust” serieu---& tald more widely known a3 "The
Red Brain"---and its hitherto unpublishesd sequals, "On the Threshold of Zternity"
(page 76) and "A Legend of Yesterday" (page 79), Both *The Red Brein" and “On
the Thresheld of Efernity" were published in Vandrei's Eyg mnd 1%3 Finger, buf o
my knowladge "A Legend of Yesterday" (a mere half-paga in length) has never ap-
peared slsewhsre,

The issue concludws with a lyric poem, "Autuwnus---and Ociober,” ‘by A,
H. Goodenough (page 80). The back cover ie blank on both sides,

Leaves' second and last issue is undated oxcept for ths line “Entire
contents copyright 1938 by R, H. Barlow" on the cover, According to L. B. Farsa.
ti, it was published toward the end of 1938 by Cleiro Beck---tho cover's legend
"For sale at the Futile Press, Box 27, Lakeport, Californis, at fifty cents" ap-
pears o support the contention~--and, mccording to Sem Hoskowitz's "Immortal
Storm," ths actusl mimeographing was done by Beck, although Barlow cuthdtencils,

Coneisting of eixty lettersized pegea, Leaves #2 iz fronted by enother
line drawing, This one depicts & grinning skull with the head of a serpent darta
ing out from between the jaws, In one of the skull'as ill-matched e¢ye sockets is
& view of ring-girt Saturn and & shrunken sun, and in the other the imags of en
unborn baby in head-dowvn, fostal position.

The feature of this number is a sixteen-paged tale, "Werewoman,” by C.
L. Moore, It begins on page 8l---the numbering being consecutive with thet in
Leaves #1, This is e Northwest Smith stery, and is e typical axotic adventure of
that famous spacefarer., It blazes with strange, rich colors, and captures the
alien mood in poetic adjectives and beautifully descriptive passages, 4 single
paragraph will display the quality of this storys

ve+88 reality melted about them, the shadowy eity took firm=-
er shape, In the reversal everything real be¢ame cloudy,
grass and trees and pocls dimming like some forgotten dreem,
while the unstable cutlines of the towarz loomed up mors and
more clearly in the pale dark, colouvms flushing them as if
reviving blood ran through the stonse, How the city stoad
firm and metual around them, and vague trees thruet themselves
mistily ithrough unbroksn meaonry, shadows ¢f ‘grags: wavsd over
firm marble pevoments.... !
"Warcowomen" dofinitely tekes its placo mmong the best of the Northwest Smith yama,
and it is surprising thet it has never bgen published eleawhsrse. Ong is inclinoed
to think that this might have boon e suitablo etory for Miss Noore==-who roslly
wes congpicuous by hor absonco---to have contributod to Weird Talos' silver an-
niversary issue earlior this yoar,
"Winter Night," a posp in free verss by Vresi Teachout Orton, fills *sge
97, It is well written, and somerhat weird in thems. Donald Wendrei's tale of
“a strange vigil in & desolste land," "The Woman at the Window," appears on pag-
o0 98-9, This poetic sketch, like his comtributione to Leaves #1, was also ine

cluded in The Eye end the Finger.
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A comment by E. P. Lovecraft, excerpted frem & letter, ie a filler at
the bottem of page 99. Both this end "In Defense of Dagon” (page 117) appear in
Jarginalia under the title "Iwo Comments,” It would appear that the former, "From
aﬂ}er"‘ was firet printed in The Fautesy Fan (March, 1934), while the latier
way, axcerpted from a communication to "The Eyrie” in Weird Talea.

“Collepsing Cosmcses," an unfinished satire, gsupposedly humorous, o n
the super-guper space epic occupies page 100 end part of page M0l. Unsigned, it
iz doubtloss the work of Barlow himsclf, and bears the date 1935,

A pocm by Howard Davis Spoerl titlod "Hauntod" (page 101) is in the Poo
tradition {™he lonely soa, the hoavy soa, tho funoreal goa"), but achieves an
puthentfc, if unsustained, mood of its own for sovoral lines,

“fhe Faun," whick follows {page 102}, is a strango bit of mythology, or
psoudc-mythology, somewhat more fulsomoly written than Bulfingh, but flowery ond
cleseicel in style, This not ineffective tale was written in 1918 by Samuel Love=
man, a fairly well known poet, friend of Ambrose Bierce, George Sterling and Hart
Crane, and another of the Lovecraft cirecle. His photograph appears in Marginalia,

"Flower of War," an ironic poem on pags 106, ig by Henry George Veiss,
better knosm to fantesites as the late Francis Flagg.

A little over five pages (107-112} ere devoted to "Throo Fragments" by
H. P. Lovecreft, HNono of tho thres is e story in the logitimato sonsc, and eath
ende in & rash of dota, A1l three, "Azathoth,” "The Descendant” and "The Book,"
appear in iarginelia under those titles, Their Leeves publication vms their firat,
Two contributions by Frank Belknap Long complete pege 112, They are: "0 Is There
Aught in VWine end Shipat!," a poem which lyrically recaptures the classic bsauty
of Rome, amd "Putility," a quatrain,

Fritz Leiber, Jr,, who in 1238 was relatively unknowm to the fantasy
field, is represented on peges 113-7 with a long poem in fres vorse, "The Demona
of the Upper Adr." Divided into eight sections, this rather ineffective work is
definitely weird in theme, but seeme to derive more from Lovecraft than de¢ his
later, well-remombered eupernatural stories, which inthe forewerd to HNight's
EMM Leiber says were inspired by "the terrors of tho modern city." There
ig veory little of tke smoky, primy metropelis in this poem, however, which spoaks
of "strange beasta on the galactic rim" and the night whore "around, arcund thu
far stare wheel, the opaco winda surge, mgainst the dwellere on the vorge," The
use of words and phrases like "eldritch," “elder things" and "med vhispers" sug-
geats lovecraft, as does the veory thems of beings from the Outside.

Following “In Defense of Degon," mentioned previously, are two poems by
Jonathon Lindley (page 119), Neither "The Unresisting” nor "March" is memorable,

Of Henry 8, Whitehead's "Tree-Man" (pege 120) 1little nood bo said, It
is a Gerald Canovin tale, and originally appoarod in Weird Taloa in 1931, lodorn
re§dors will find it fn Jumbes and ofher Uncenny m._'ﬁ: story occupiss almost
thirtesn pages hers, the lower portion of the iast one (page 132) being filled
with a virtP:alliavsm;thlesa poen by Th., Weelkes, "Thule,”

ge eaturas "A Checklist of tha Published Welrd Stories of Henr
5. Whitehead.” This names twenty-five titles from Vi Tale f 8 .
Anlsw end four from Adventure, It omits stories puﬁﬁaﬁ;rzﬁaagomﬁ
turally does not include several that have appeared since theng navartl:elesa one
notos elw:nttiilea tha;; Arkham House hes not as yet collerted, '

welve~paged story by Barlew himself, be
tho fietional contonta of Leaves, Titled "Origi:l Ungizgirggn:g 35?: iié;weiﬁs
:::::a :gaee" {Iarn which clearly shows Lovecraft's influence in ’sworal points o:
aee. Wa:;wr:::v:gj,o:::‘;s giadh;;o 846 tt‘m suthor careofully ?schwing mast of

83 in hie description of & primaed city, for example, he

never once uses the worde "accursed" or'hellish," In broad acham; the story ,o’m-
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what resembles the Lovecraft atyle most evident in "Through the Oates ¢f the Sil-
ver Key," without descending so sharply to the deus gx machina denouement. It ie
well written, and degervee profeseional appearance.

Leaves II concludes with & last page headed "Colophon or Epitaphl’ A
soction of "errata in Leaves I" is followed by "Notes for an Editoriel,” which
contains some indefinite ruminetions on the virtues and defects of Poe that have
descended to his imitators and sdmirers, and "Logamachy,” a brief reply to crit-
icism of a remark by Ernest Edkins quoted in the editorial of Leaves #1.

This page was indeed an epitaph rather than merely a colophon for, as
R. H, Barlow probably realjzed as he typed the heading, the magazine =i never to
te see ancther issue. His lterary treinechild thereafier vanished from the con-
temporary scene, and is now to be found only in the dusty filesof a few old-iime
fantasy collectors.

cea(0iea=

Mullen, Stanley

Moonfoem and Sorceries

Denver: Gorgon Prese, 1948, 264pp, 22 cm, #3.

Furthor information: fThis bock is limited o 1,000 numbsred eoples. It containeg
thirteen poems and thirteen stories, The jacket design, title-pege decorations
and twelve interior illustrations are by Hoy Hunt,

Royiew: This is one of the nicest looking productions of a small fantesy pub-
liehing houso I heve ssen, The jacket, in striking blue and silvor, hidesa soff
green cloth binding, attractively letiered, The paper ie of fine quality, too,
Unlike most emetour offorts, though, Mr, Fullen'e volume is good inside as well
a5 outside,

I am told that none of the works in it are recent, but it sesma to me
thet I saw one of them in & fan magazine not eo long ago, Thai title, "A Sirangs
View of a River," was entertmining then, &nd aa much so on rersading it here, It
ie about a pminting that changes strangely, and how if gives queer dreams to its
owner, The other atoriee present a wide range of fantastic subjectss mutants
{"Queoen Boe"), archaic purvivsle (“The Temple of the Frog," "The Guardian®), an-
cient cults { "The Gods of Shipepu,” “The Ophidians"} and voodoo ("Night of Ser-
pents"), The locales are varied, tco, but the most effective of Mr. Mullen's ato-
ries seem to me to be those whereo ke remaing cloasst to home and femiliar things,
I do not mean by this thet he cannot evoke alisn atmoaphers, far of courge he can,
yet perheps it is simply my own naturs to react most strongly to those settings
I can best visualize, Thue "The Night Watchman," “All Cats Are Grey et Night® and
"The Iing of Ghoetland" appealed to me particularly, I alao liked "The Seader of
Dreams" and "Seven Against Death,” They have m mystical elant, and depend onthe
ovoking of a mood, which Mr, Mullen maneges very well, And my favorite itale i=s
"The Tevern of Winde," where ¢ fragile topic is beautifully handled,

To my mind the verse in Koonfopm and Sorceries, all of it froe verse,
by the wey, is less successful than the prose, Tho pooms seem a bit too long,
Perhaps that is because the subjecta are never sharp or striking enough to sup=-
port detailed treetment. Nry Iullen gets arvund this in the title pisce by re=
pstition of & varied couplst throughout the work, producing & happy result,

The illustratione in the book luvok mure prufeesionsl than smateur, Roy
Hunt is definitely en artist to watch, and I hope to mes mors of him, Yy only
complaint against this book ia the fauliy typography, espocially one invongruous

intruding slip on page 63, But that is really & minor fault,
w—flice M. Perry,



TIPS ON TALES

A. Langley Searles

Williem Chapman White's Pale Blonde of Senmds Strset (1946): Johnny and Fetie
wet, bscame frisnda, and fall in love---all in the ahort epacs of Johnny's twelxira-
hour shore leave. And befors they separated he gave her a keepsake, an old Irish
coin 4e had bought for a souvenir in Bellasti. Neither knew then that it wus a
megic coin: that if both wished for something very much, and wishod for it t?-
gether, thoir wish would be grantod---all tocause they were truc lovera, Ka't.lu
found that out vhen Jehnny had gone without even telling her the nams of his
ghip, Shs slsc discovered that owning the coin gave her the power to semrch, &
lonely and wistful ghost, thronghout all of Uncle Sem's wartime fleet for her lost
Johnny. An emsign on the Milton saw her figure in the dusk; two seamen saw her,
Bnd belisvec the Monesguen wam haupted; she appeared befors the Florida's cap-
tain who, beceuss his napms happened te be O'Reilly and becauso he bolicvod in meg-
ic charms, rocognized her for what she wes, It was not long before most of the
ghips in the navy hed i#eecn her frail form and heard the off-repeated gueation---
"Dg you know Johnny Swiih!"  Thoss who saw her could seldom recall exactly what
ghe wes like—but all of them did remember Katis's deep throbbing voice, the
goft light in her eyes, her long pals hair combed by the wind; she seemed 1like
{he =oman thsy knew best and missed most,,.. Such & plot is promising if thing
and U¥r, ‘hite has extracted from it virtually all potentialities, Perhaps a more
apt phrase world be "squeezed from it": what he hag sctually done is expand an
sffective novelatte into a dilute novel., Too much wording in The Pale Bionde of
Sands Strest is frankly padding, It is enterteining pedding, to be sure, bu t
neverthelese it blurs rather than sharpens the charaectsrsee-they are always a
trifle cut of focus, always just short of convincing reslity, Even Katie seems
to be very much like fhe speciral form she so often mssumes, lingoring in the
reader's mind e2 en insubstantinl wreith reather than a flosheand-blood creation,
Tot somshow this very vapguences bringe to tho prose an indefinshlo and haunting

charm, Fantesy eddicts will probably enjoy Mr. Vhito's baok, though fow will
svor fool mevod to rercad it,

Willism ¥, Jenkine' Murder of the U.8.A. (1946 ): The casual fantasy reader will
probably be attracted by the initiel premine of this phort novel---that the Unit-
od States it subjected to a sudden surpriss etomic onslaught which destroys a full
third of the population within forty minutes, And the vetsran fantasy reader will
be atiracted by ite eecond premige---ths nation parpetrating the attack ia com=
plotely unknovm, ‘hen an old hand like Mr, Jenking (more fsmiliamr ms lurray Le=-
inater} turps to pciencefistion the result is usually egreeable, end this effort
i8 indood am gretifying as one could expset, It is a sort of detoctive novel on
& lerge scule, and i3 developed with the careful .ettention to logic thup implied,
There 12 no axe-grinding in the book, for ome 1o never told the exact idantity
of the agressor nation, though this nation ia discovered and its hidden baze dege
troyed, The story may have velue mc s warning, but I for one prafar to regard
it primarily a9 entertsinment, It's rather good enterteinment, too, and you'll
probably snjoy it a4 much ap I did,

Beu Howe's A Fairy Leept Ucon My Knee (1928)s Howevar poor acme novelo: are, they
usually possese at leest one redeeming feature that the reedsr can cling to as
proor'he hes not been totelly vesting his time, IMas Howe's opus is no exception
10 the rule, though ironically only because her bock is ao bed it ia funny, In
brlef, it relatos of the parriege of Williem and Evelina; how William, an ento=

e gk



FANTASY COMMENTATOR 21

molegist, ceught a fairy while butterfly~hunting (incidentelly, he used a mixture
of molasses, brown sugar, basr and rum as bait, though it is not stated to which
ingredient the fairy sucoumbed); how the creatnr. caused the two to quarrel and,
eventually, to make up, Sandwiched among thess world-shakimg events are a stage
gering quantity of verbosely boring deacriptions, inept, repetitious wool-gather=
ings, and some of the moet irrelevant, clumsily-contrived conversation I have ev-
er oncounterad., BSuch tonder scones as tho following, for oxample, froquontly
attest to the love of this couplet

.s+3taring at the nape of her slander white neck, he said:

"There was an amusing notice, or record, of this

moth in en old back number of the Zoologist for 21852, It

told how a specimen of it was teken on the 11th of Sepiember

in the Montpelier Rond, Brighton, by a young gentleman a t

school while it hovered over a passion flower,”

One supposes this is the entomologist's substitute for etehings,.., At any rato,
neither Willism nor Evelina emorge as even remotely belisvabla characters, and
the fairy (who says never a word) meroly sulks from one peragragh to tho next;
hor only individual feature is the sound of her wings, which t%o authorcegss des~
cribes preciscly (if unromanticslly) as "a minuto echo of the ..uiso onc fiears vi-
brating through the centrs of a woodsn telegraph pole.” Bven if you forget about
the telegraph pole episodes, & Fairy Leapt Uponm My Knee still) is so bad it is
funny, as I remarked above, Let me edd, however, thet it is certainly not funny
snough to be worth reading,
—=ep{genn

MR. HUBBARD POINTS THE WAY

George Ebey

Mr, Hubbard spoke briefly about himself and his stories, He
said: ""The End Is Not Yet” was not intended to be & great sto-
rys its sole purpose was to implant a halfedozen idees in the
minds of certein people, It has already had some results,’
~=~"Just & Minute," Shangri-la #6.

Gonsidered purely as a writer, L. Ron Hubbard probably raenks as one of
the brightest luminaries in the Astoundine Seience-Fiction galaxy, He's good.
He was represented in that magnzine, about a yeer agc, by a seriel novel, "The
End Is Not Yet," inte which it moy be interesting to inguire, t¢ approise with
the intention of informing ourselves a3 to his ideas about the world---which he
svte forth nt length~--idess phared by o good many people in o certain clase, I
ghnll speck of that class a bit further on,

Surely Mr, Hubbard's should be scrutinized because he is o thinker cnd
perhaps a representative thinker who influsnces people, Az a men whe has bean
around and doné many things he gave ue material for thought in such stories aa
"Typewriter in the Sky," "Final Bleckout," "The Tremp," “The Ideslist," the rest
of the "Kilkenny Cat" series and the aforewentioned "“End Is Not Yet," From thess
and supplementary background material we may gather that here is an suthor not
averae to mdorning his fancies with & meral. In "Tvpewritsr in the Sky" he rg=
iterates the "all the world's a sloge” ideams in "Final Blackoui” we are informed
that the military will inherit the sarth because 1% is the ¢lique fitfest to sur-
vive; and from "The Tramp" we are t¢ undorstand, I think, thet it is not good for
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innocent parsons to gein powsr bocauss they are liable to destroy existing lnstiw
tutions. In "The Idealist,” tho hero speaks: ".,.the only freedem a poople G
enjoy is brought upon by = strong and meorciful powoer, not by acl!‘-x:ulo, B thl:ng
for which they are net oguipped.” Thosce scntimonts aro G{tpoundt‘ad with ologuonco.

Fersonally, I sse L. Ron Hubbard es 2 romanticist=~-it takes a roman-
ticist truly to glorify the strong men, as he did in "Finel Blackout, TI:IB char-
acterizetion of the Lieutenant in this story waes a skillful one, produ?lng mur-
mure of mppreciation from wany readere. However, Mr, Hubbard hap no illusions
about sither his characters or the world they live in; he is a herd-bailed roman-
ticist, and his herces are hard-boiled romanticistis with ideals tempersd by the
hard fire of reality.

One of the ideas prosemted in "The End Is Not Yot is expressed by one
Comte Faime, B fascineting sophisticate of varied accomplishmet?ts and one af tha
ptory's major charecters, Hers am group of scientists are working to control the
world, and Filsu explains: "If gll scientists eimply refused to work on such de-
structive weapona, why voilal ihere are oo mors wars,” Friend Faime is present-
ed as & cynic, "I em cynical, " he says. He also remarks that "there is' some=
thing melancholy mnd wonderful in dying for a lost cause," probably proving the
patnt. But such gay fellows ere only secondary in the Hubbnrd scheme of things,
His true pets are peopls like the Lisutenant and Charlas Martel, people with
something of the god-like mbout them, whether they are setiing up latter-day feu-
dalisme or discovering negative ensrgy, These pecple are convinced that life is
e shem, they realize the futility of trying to improve things {human natures is
unchnngeable}---yet they pull themselves disdainfully up by their bootstraps;
they are replets with falents of one sort or another that the world dossn't ap-
praciaets, The Liewtepent, it will be remembered, weg e {irst rate military stra-
tegiat-tactician end an organizing genius; Steve Gailbraith, the ex~ idealist,
is & naiural leeder; and Cherles bartsl can do prectically anything: he is agreat
nucleer physicist and kills people on occasicn, They all have one thing in com=
mon which is being penerally misunderstood, In the preocess of being misunder-
ptood they havs become hard-boiled.

This sort of stuff hes grent mppeal for resders, who naturally tond to
Jdentify themselvos with tho heross in such storigg---and an ogpocial appeel far
scicnco-fiction fans, who tond to be misunderstoed by people who don't read sci-

oncg-Tiction, To this cxtent Hubbard's idoes influence an imrressicuebloe
onco,

audi-

In the opening paragraph of this brisf essay I spoks of the ideas of
¥r, Hobbard being sharsd by e good many other pesple. I hed reference here to
e statement by John ¥, Campbsll, Jr., for whoes mapazine Hubbard writea most of
hip science-fiction., Campbell has obaerved thet one-third of the reeders of Ag=
tounding Scignce-Fiction ers employed in & technical capacity or ere technically
inclined, Thie im borne out by a quotation from Pathfinder {a news magazins),
which confirma the fact that Aztounding "sells like hot cakes et scientist
beunts." It has been obviocus for a long time thet Astounding is largely of, by
and for theas peocple---the tschnical intelligentsia who exist mm & class.

That pioneer in the field, H, G. Wells, wma prone to dwall upon such an
intelligentsin, He envisioned & society dominefed end led by airmsn, engineers
end tochniciana of ell sorts; he believed, with the Technoerate, that a knowladgs
of erge and kilowatts was synonymous with leedership and a desire for social ime
provement. To m certein extent these beliefs have permeatad presant-dey science
fiction and are echoad in the ®ritings of Hubbard and others., In “The End Is Not
Yet" Hubbard hes apparently trensfsrred his sentimentz and best wishom from the
military 1o the nuclear phyaiciste~~-presumably on the basis that an etomic bomb
kills more pecple than chemical explosives, Thusly wa Eea the changs wrought on
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his mind by Hiroshima,
The proposition steted in "The End Is Not Yet” is the old one of the

world-savers versus the world---or human nature, if you like. There is also some
debate about the end justifying the means. If this geews femilior to veteran
science-fiction readers it is becaves it is familiar: things have been maderniz-
ed only to the extent of having & greai big Fascist (hight Jules Farbrecken) as
the villein, His motwes are not very clear but he opposes Martel and compenys who
are new order Iinternationaliasts, seientific refugoes, citizons of the world wha
don't get mlong with thoir governmente., They mro tool makors who wish to bocame
tool wielders. This is interesting, because such a situation verges on reality;
as of this date there are groups of scientists deserting their ivory towerss sci-
entists of the world are apeaking oul move and mora, striving for a voice in na-
tionel and internatioral affaira.

But outside the pages of Astounding Secience-Fiction the etirrings of
these intelligentsin sacm rather vegue end inchoate. It might be well for Mr,
Hubbard and the readers of Astounding to understand this fact and the reasons be-
hind it---otherwise legitimate extrapolations become wishful thinking, The kay
lies in "mazs bess" and"leadership,"” I feoel thet techniclans, as & clasga, lack
theso qualitiesy they have neither the ability to lemd, to work together, nor the
numbor to sway the decisions of the leeders in whichever couniry they dwell, orio
swey the people who buoy up the lsadsra, It is axiomatic that a politicelly po-
tent group must have o mass base; and & mess base requires a popular ideclaogy. A
populer ideoology, moreover, must be fitted to the needs of human beings, And a
men who understands molecular structure doea ngt neocessarily understand the strue-
turc of human nature: he i3 as norrow-minded as a politicimn, but inadifferont way.

Considered in this light the efforts of Mr, Hubbard®s "3Snd Is Not Yet"
here are hardly germans to his goal~---they bear little relation o reelity, Sim-
ilarly with his expressed ideas, and the character of his herces,

Tet fantraies such as these are presented in such a way as to give a
false impression of the companents of the world--~and further to cloud the minds
of Astounding reasders, reprssentative of a group. For Mr, Hubbard, with hie com-
mand of words, has the facwlty of distorting reality, end from him ®wo have the
viewpoint of a type: a romantic egocentric who seos & men as an etheric whiri,
& stomach, 8 chemical composition, a slave, a congregetion of atoms, or a robot

~=«but never as a man,
PRSI, 1 T

OPEN HOUSE

{lsttors from our readers)

While editing Fentasy Commentmtor is indeed g guod deal of fup, it presents also
quite p few problems., Flemeing reeders, for instence, As @ concrete oxample o
the fact that encther men's pofson ig just mhet pome are looking for, let's con-
sider 2 few sample reactions 1o Dr. Keller's rscent article, "Shadows over Love=

eraft,” The vast majerity liked it, including this writer, who knew HPL person-
ally:

+«.I enjoyed Dr, Keller's essay, For me to agree or disagree would be presump-
tuous, in that I do not have the medieal knowledge required for walid criticiam
of Dr, Keller's discussion, However, on the basis of my leymen's general know-
ledge, I should say that the entirs mrgument is convincing, end while ths state=
ments are by no means ptartling, they are a most uscful canclusion to what has
elsevhers becn writton on tho aubject. I meen, proviocua remding sc propared mo
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for wuhet Dr, Keller sets forth that I consider his most interest%ng and valuable
remurks to be w summing ups, rether then a revelation,  While I've not  keplup
with fantasy, either reading or writing it, I remsmber Dr, Keller from old times
end such of his works es I have read, I have enjoyad,«.. |

HPL weg my gueat in Mew Orleans, more than sixteen years Ggv) and in
1933, I was his guest for soversl days in Providence. From our msg‘tmg in 1932
until his deoth wo corresponded regularly with o warmth and friendlinesse s uch
thet oven todoy I em awaro of n sensc of loss, Iy summing-up is.thisﬂ that HPL
tho man wes so impnriant as n human belng that it wokes little difference whe‘tl:l-
er his writings heve or heve not permanent value. Though his being mentioned in
the 1946 Britannica, under "mystery,". suggests that Derlth is right, Frankly, I
can't go as far as do the fans who make a fetish of fantasyj for WO,y there are
quite a few other iiterary types as worthy either of being read or written. Ido
not mesen to imply that I beliove your interests are as narrowly excluaive ee are
those of the typical HPL-cultisty I mesn only thet HPL the man looms up, from my
viewpcint, in such wise as to make it relatively unimportant what he vroto-- -or
ovon if he wrotoc at all. Those who know him, feco to face, doubtless appreciato
my true mecening,

I have written for Derleih an astrological study of Lovecraft, It con-
pisteof B provisional horoscope, erectsd without knowledge of the time of day ab
which ha wvee born. This is probebly to be published in The Arkham Bampler. My
inference, at laast plausibly sustained, is thet he wes born around four AN, I
have the date of hie demth; if I hed the day, month end year of his marriage and
diverce; and of the death of father end mother, I should then be able 1o come
closer to determining, eccording to astrological tradition, the time of HPL'a
birth, T am meking a scientific investipation of mstrology, sndeavering to get &
valid answer Lo the all-important query, “Doss it work!™ Unusual personaiities
such as Howard Lovecraft ere idesl "specimens"” to investigate, I shall be grate-
ful for the kindness of anyore who can send me any of tho ebove, or other slp-
nificant dates in HPL's 1life. While Derleth will heve priority on the publica=-
tion of such material as he mmy find ecceptable, I shall be happy to send con-
tributors a carbon and = tentative chart ehowing my use of the dats sent., Quite
aaide from serving my purpose of snswering the query ebove, an astrological in-
terpretation of Lovecraft's life might at least have curiosity value for his fol-
1oweTrE,e.e
Those who cag heip may comtact B, Hoffmann Price at 2547 Woodland Placs, Redwoced
City, felifornis.... To veqr back to iho fopic at hend, there were readers who
gldn't particularlv care for Dr, Keller's article, For exemple, tzko thig let-
ter frop contributing editor iatt Onderdonk: i i

»s+I Suppose Kellar's erticle will siir up plenty of controversy among fans who
are led by shallow thinking to resent the lmbels "neurasthenic" and "paychoneu-
rotid ps vile, personel slura, Of course I, personally, still retein quite a bit
of the old~feshioned atiitude which cannot regard medical case-historisa as being
valid 1iterary criticiem, However, since the modern tendency is to try to diea-
cover just how end why men's minds tickj ithe remsons why they theught and ected
and wrate ae they did; the atudy of the underlying forcse and obascursa motives
which drove them to create things they had to create, I think Ksller's
degerve pleniy of periocus conaideration,

I don't think there can be much to quarrsl with in the medical evidence
in "Shedowe over Lovecraft.” It would seom to bo pretty well established that
HFL had two sirikee againet him from the start which medo it impossible for him
to develop into a so-called "normal" personality, His parenta wora both montally
diseagod, and his enviromment and upbringing c¢ertainly precluded & normal child-

opinicha



FANTAST COMHMENTATOR 25
hood und #ts usupl associations, However, we come ta the old, bagic, srucjial
question---who cares? After we have digested the ancestral and psychological
findinge for whatever light they may throw upon hie vritings, we must congider
his work in itself alone as an artistic creetion, A lot of us like his work---
we ore entertnined and intrigued by it, even granting all its feults by compari-
son with ideal standards, If Lovecraft had not had the heritege plus the child-
hood he did, we mwoat certninly should not have had the Tevecroftian tale nor the
Lovecrcftian attitude as we now know it,

I must say that from 2 atrictly personal viewpoint I like privecy, and
T rlso t1y to respect it in others, Hence, I cannot but feel a little personal
distagte with the modern idea of probing and peering into the private affairs of
persons, whether they are artiets or just ordinary mortals, It savors not a lit-
tle of smel) village noseyness: the attitude of the desiccated mnd diseppointed
virgin of antigue vintage who peers through the minister’s windows at night hop-
ing to cotch him at dalliance vwith ons of tho female choir members! But since
modern criticism demands that all who create for public notice muat bare their
souls {willingly or otherwise} to the yulgar stare of every villnge loafer, I
suppose therc isn't much we con do to change things even if we would!

Dr, Keller's fault is thot of moat medical men: they muat meko a ding-
nosis, and must moke it stick if posaible. Boginning with tho obsoluto convic~
tion that Lovecraft is a victim of the Oedipus complex, he proceeds o pick out
and eleborate all facis and surmises he can find to bolater thie original pre-
mise, Anything in HPL's ancestry or persconal life which might tend to weaken or
negate this hypothesis ia quietly and light-heartedly ignored.

His startling conclusion that Lovecraft would heve been emtirely dif-
ferent if he hed "become a soldier” or "joined the Rotary Club™is rather fatuous,
Tt ip on a mental par with the conclusion that Bierce would have been different
if he had not fought in the Civil Wnr or that M., R, Jamas would have been differ-
ent if he hadn't been an antiquarien or thet Blackwood would heve been different
if he hadn't worked and treovelled in Canadn where ha absorbed the ctmosphere and
folk lore of the great north woods,

I think, too, that Dr, Keller shares the obtuseneas of moat medical men
in riding a hobby tc death, The word "psychiatry”™ has become a shibboleth of ihe
present dayi he who does not worship at the shrine of Freud and Kraft-Ebbing 1a
a heathen beyond the pale, Yet somehow I feel that really responsible medical
euthorities would hesitate a long tims before attempting to assess Rubons' paint-
ings or Bach's fugues in the light of this or that complex. In other worde, pay-
chiatry can tell us & lot (when properly interpreted) but it is not the |Magic
Word, the Be-All and End-Al1l of human cxistence, In the hands of some it comas
dengerously closo to a par with the hocus-pocus of the anciont witch-doctor and
magician, Psychiatry can tell us much, but it is not the whole atory,

We have no conclusive svidence that psychoneuroses mlone meke a geniua,
Nor do we heve concluaive evidence that the existence of geniua presuppocss e X-
istence of psychoneuroses, Dr, Keller has chosen to list De Quincy, Pos, Burns,
London, MNietzache, Beardsley, Gautler and de Maupasesant, I might counter with
Horace Welpole, Mrs, Radeliffe, Meturin, Le Famu, M. R. Jemes, Henry Jemes, Hugh

Walpele, Kachen, Blackwood, Dunsany, Hodgaon, Coppard, Fakefield, Stepledon.
Haggard, Welle, Wharton, Frosman, Saki, de la liars, Collier, E. F, Benson, S5tok-
er, Verne, Aiken, Gorman, Sloane, Robmer, Buchan, Merritt, Whitehead, F.B.Young.
Doyle, Priestly, Voolf, Shiol, C,A.Smith, Harvoey, Hartley, Sinclair, Beresford,
Asquith, Steele, Crawford, Kipling, Onions, Jacobs, Cobb, Hoern, Glasgow, Bonet,
Gollins, Bowen, Burrage, Cram, Forster, Irwin, 0'Brien, Hichens, Whitc and a host
of others., lost of these persons to a greater or lesaser extent show aome hirt of
genius in handling iwaginative concepte (I have purposely limited myself to this
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{ does he contend all thoes mentionad wers

- * 1 a i
B fpoceuss Dr- Mnertﬁa;raizzt};ng! T don't pretend to know the infimate life
equally lacking some of the fiy, Eeller toan]

rhajin
i ;f b tihasela::l;f‘::,hz?; E::u_l". {ng that lachen and Hodggan ere the two
n pagsing,

3 ¥ nearly match Lovecraft's, Mach-
authors whose weird concepte of fuamin “;] o?u;';s must indeed heve had e week and
en, who recembly died et the pramaturel ?Fi:.-]_ gheltored and uphenltoy lifs when
puny body and mind, Hodgson led a s;r_E L"L-.Zn B i the wiald three
one considers that he spent ight |e.-ul- g ‘u; = rguiching himmell of-
fipes, rocolving a lﬂdnl.ror‘aav;::“'llﬂ': '.'-'nr-I..beirlg e o P T
i :“'“u Ak f;ggt;gn -haa leed & sequestersd existence as a British
T e R y itles, and that Algernon Blackwoad
mrmy officer mssociating with tho Greek guerillas, B o e 1 the Corin.
found thinge m5 celp and gentle as :;\ rost-home when he P T

i i cungar days!? 3

dian \vﬂde;j:eze:rdl }I‘i;oyon!g My cintention is that = paych:l.a.tr:r.(.: caso-hlstiry mu{
bs of suprems significance in a few cases end prabebly of_ cona:.d:;*able én ar;s

in & good meny, but es the final, conclusive evidence in mt?rpre ng and eva ;1
ating eny outstending personage its dogmas should be taken w:.th_a generoustplpc

of good 0ld sodium chloride, One tan go very far ?H the bea.c!: indead by rying
to squesze the infinite variety of human life within the confu:w? of one 51:1151&
theory, But if-~-as Dr, Keller apparontly contonds--—a_ayphlllta.c medu':u.l is-
tory mekos a lovecraft, then I soy morc power to the spirochoto pallada,

Similerly, readera disagree on the merits {or laeck thersof} of Moskowitz's "Im-
mortal Storm," But you get the idea---so rather than use space on mere pros and
gons, let us furp to thie letter from P, J, Searles {who is, incidentally, of ng
relation to Fantasy Commentator's editor), which givee some intaresting deta on
his reletion tg the fan fisld Bome years back,,..

I em afraid that any information I can give about "The Tmmortal Storm"
will be skatchy and not of much interest, Naturally, I've read the article and
have enjoyed it thoroughly, but, frankly, I can't strike up too much interest ex-
cept amunement over the petty sguebbles emong 8 small groupof youngaters fifteen
yeBTA 8gc. From the noise mads et the time, one would think that the fate of the
world depended uwpon deeisions mado at meatings raroly attendod by as many as fifty
pcoplec, BPuring the 1930's I asw or road intermittontly quite a numbor of the fan
publications, Fost pf tham frankly were very bad, with dull material emateurish-
1y written and nothing to hold aduit sttention, I never met OClon Wiggins, but I
did secure a few issues of his Science Fiction Fan: it etruck me ee being mbout
a3 bed aa the rest, and I was just on the verge of giving it up when Wigglns, for
some unknown reaeon, wrote and paked me for an articie, For an equally unknown
reason I contributed one or two, which warse probably no worse than the rest of
“ne mogezine's contents. A few months later, Wigpine said that he was giving up
the Fau becnuso of pressure of regular work plus personal reesons. I guess that
1 musi have been temporarily nuts, bemause [ suggesied that I teke over publica-
tian for = while until he wanted to rasume,

S0 I got out The Science Fiction Fap for over a year (irom August, 1239
1o Joauary, 1241, excepting agly the June, 1940 iseue---ed, ] and, believe it or
not, it ceme cut regularly once a month---although I am afreld that the number of
worthwnile litarary contributions printed hardly warranted {ta appearance morae
then once B year, Fortunately [or perhaps unfortunately) I had working for me mt
the time a rather clever eriist who made some extremely lurid drawings which were
dene in very glaring colors, In fact, thas cover of the megazina lockad like an
old-feshioned piece of stick candy drownod by Christmas tres lights, I think
oven the doge barked at it! At the sems timo, I had a Jot of fun getting the
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magazine cut. I was finally required to give it up when I lefi the country for
a coupls of years. I have not heard from Wiggins aince.

As to fan feuds et that time, I became involved in only one. I had IJU"';
one of my own articles in the Fgn under the previously used pen name "Autalycus.’
This article was intended to be perious, but I am ofraid it was not quite sguc-
cessful in becoming a learned discourse on the use of colorful words in stories
by Levecraft or Clerk Ashton Smith, Michel (whom I have never met) sent me 4
hot roturn article in which Lovecraft and all his kind were denounced for betray-
ing clasz interest. Apparently Michel was a Communis} or at lesst had leanings
in thet direetion because he insisted that no writings of any kind wore worth-
while unless c¢lase inspirod and following the styla of Marx, Of course, I told
1ehel that hig contention was all nonsense and I would still have tho seme opmin-
ion ovon if I were a Communist, which I definitely am not, I printod Michol's
article, end the following month another of my own, explaining that my own opine
ton of fantasy is that it is a form of relief or escape (by no means & new idea),
This was a very minor and petty femd, but it continued for cloee to a year.

The above is about all I can tell you of my very tenuous connection in
the fan field; it wesn't very enduring end it won't be repeatad. I ptill raamd
fentasy and even fan magazines from time to time, but a2 to making it of major
imperiance in my life, the snawer is definitely no....

From Elizabeth, N, J., A, H, Lvbeck writes:

+s+8 pedantic dig I can't resist: Please refer lr. Onderdenk to I Cor-
inthinns, 13:12, Admittedly Le Fanu could turn a neat phrase, hut St, Paul waa
there first with *,,,in a glass, darkly,” However, I did enjoy his article.

Hext we hear from contributing editor Darrell G, Richardson:

I have a correction nnd amendstion to make to my "Tarzan Theme" articls
(Fantasy Commentator, II, 121}, In reviewing Kaspa the Lion Man therein, it was
steted thet The Lion's Wey was the American title for this British novel, Actu-
ally the twe are entirely different works, the former being a saquel to the lat-
ter, The Lion's Way (1932) tells of the eariy life and adventurea of Kespa amang
the donizens of the jungle, It also concerns his journsy io Caneda, where he
Tinds himeelf heir to great wealih, The attitude of an uncivilized man of the
jungle toward the complexities of civilization provides an intriguing pasycholog-
icel study, In plot, this tale is superior to ita sequel, and should rank among
the finer stories of ita type, It received quite favorable newgpaper reviews,
and was warmly praised by no lees a light than Sir Philip Gibbs,

In the more recent article “Talbot Mundy: Oriental Mystic" I unaccount-
ably made some egregrious omissions, King of the Khyber Rifles (1916} is e mar-
vellous tele, and ranke as a clegaic in Orientsl literature, Yasmini appeara far
the first time in this booky she ie m lovely woman who possessea uncenny beauty
and supsrnatural power, She also appeers in Winds of ihe World (1917), Caves af
Terrsr (1932) end Guns of the Cods (1921), The mecond title, iacidentally, is a
tremondous fantasy, and easily ranka as one of the most fantastic of all kundy's
tales, Soms of the super-scisntific gadgete and secrsts of the "caves” are as
thrilling s anything ever cenceived by John Teins, Edward E. Smith or A. E, Van
Vogt, "Ths Grey Mahatma" in this title is truly umigque. Finally, Ihe Mvetery
of Mhufu's Topb (1935) featurse Mundy's greatest and most femous character, Jim=
grim, and concerne the search for the real tomb of Khufu, the builder of the pyr-
emida, Jventvally the fomb ia found through tho sxtremely fantastic calculations
of an equally fantestic Chineso mathematleien,,.. I might mention that Bleiler's
Checklist of Fantastic Literaturc lists poveral other Mundy novels which I don't
considor bone fide fantasy; hence I have not diacuascd them hore, -
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| THE IMMORTAL STORM

* h HISTORY OF SCIENCE-FICTION FANDOM

by
Sam Moakowitz

(par‘t 14)

XEXTY
The Opposition Crumbles

The influence and popularity of any general movement is usually detor-
mined by the ability of its leadsrs to express its sims and ideals; and th? per-
sonal beliefs or views expressed by thoss leaders on related subjecta are, rightly
or wrongly, attributed to the organizations thay head or ere influentially con-
nected with, Therefors in the fan world of 1938 vhen two powerful groups, 1 he
Futurians and New Fandom, wrestled for supremacy, their strength and ability e
recruit new members could adequetely be memsured by the readiress of their lead-
ing writers to compose propaganda about the organizations and communicats their
own ideas about sclence~fiction iteelf to interested fans.

Because of n delibernte end wearing campaign by his opposition, Donald
A, Wollheim, while & leadsr of the Futuriens and m competent writor whose know-
ledge of fantasy wes genorally rsepocted, had but littlo influence on the ficld.
Hip right hand man, John B, Kichol, was not particularly ective in fandom, end
hie writings werc confined to a fow flaming menifestos such as tho notoriocus Mu.
tation or Doath document, Richard Wilson, on tho othor hand, was one of the Fu-
turiens' stronger mids, liberally publicizing the cause in a generally favorable
mannor in his Scioncg Fiction News Lottor; he was well liked throughout the ficld,
and was neted for mn ability to turn cynically biting phrassa of wit.

In the New Fandom group, William S, Sykora had long been the victim of
8 mystomatic campaign to diacredit him, and though an able writer found his ideas
Deing discerded in much tho seme way thet his own frignds discarded Wollholm's,
Jamez ¥. Taursei wae a good editor, but did not express himeelf wol Reymond
Ven Houton could give e fine mccount of himself with a typewriter, tit,like Michel,
not eufficiently mctive in the field mnd in comparizon even less influential, Rob-
ert A. Madle, live~wire Philadelphis fan and editor of Fantascience Dipest, was
of putstanding aid to the movement through his publications. And Jack Bpeer, who
hed won considerabis respect through his IPO polle, wae writing more often and
also rapidly beecoming cne of ths Fufurians' most potent foes, setting forth hia
arguments with a precieich and cere for detail that presaged his leter entrance
into the legal profession,

The mest influential writers, however---the onea that placed the phi-
losophies of their groups before the largest audiences most often---were Robert

4 W. Lovmdos and Sem Moskowitz, A netion-wide fan poll, the results of which ap-
| peared in the September, 1938 Science Ficticn Fan, bore this outs in the scionce-

fiction fan suthor category, Lowndes garnerod 48 points to Moskowitz's 45 for the
two top vlecen,
Robort W. Lowmdes wrote ereditable fiction and poatry of exceptional —~
_] merit, but it wes through ariicles apd sseays thet his influenca was most strongiy'
folt, Lowndea' forte was the eir of sophistitation and the'appearance of objec-
| tivity in phrapeclogy thet characterized most of hie pleces, Alsc charactsristic
¥aa hle habit of reworking provocative ideas or styles that had caught his fancy
= with &n eye to improving upon them and/or approaching them from a different angle,
This was apparent in his fiefion and postry as well as in his fostual writings,
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His poeme showsd st various times the strong influences of Poe, Lovecraft and C.
A. 3mith, utilizing offen similar themes and metera, and always showing prénaunc-
od ability, In his fietion he tended to adopt the heavy, deliberate style of
Lovecraft, but showed also versatility in handling dialogue, The daesira to caat
ancther's ideas int¢ his own mold wae evidenced, for example, in Bis story "The
Gourmet” {published in the December, 1939 Palaris), whose theme and handling be-
spoke kinship to Robtrt Bloch’s powerful tals "The Femst in the Abboy,” printed
in Weird Tales almest five years before, In articles---particularly when engeged
in & feud===this imitativeness wag probebly deliberata, If an opponent gave a
supmary of the best fantesiss of ths year, Lowndes was apt to write one himselfl.
Should an opponent compose a critical essay on fan philosophy or somé phase af a
professional's writings, Lovmdes weuld follow with a use of the same theme for an
article of his own, probably attempting to show superior qualificaticns or ana=-
lytical ability---sometimes successfully, A aumber of contributions to The Sci-
ence Tiction Fan in late 1937 mnd early 1938 on fen philosephy, sevorsl articles
on Stanloy G, Veinbaum and criticel summaries of fantasy periodicals, in addition
to forthright pieces of Michelistic propaganda, holped estaeblish his roputation,
Sam Lioskowitz, at first, wrote a nogligible amount of fiction and po-
etry. His reputation as a scicnce-fiction writer atommed almoat entiroly from
articlos and ossays. The majority of these in this period were characterized by
dominating olements of sontimentality and nostelgiao, He often strovo for boauti-
ful phrasing., ©on the other hand, many of his eritiques of profossional fantasy
magazinog were coldly bitter and cynicel, Called upon endlessly to fill the vages
of fan magazines as he was, hie preductions were extremsly voluminous, Hs wrote
articles by the hundreds, often using thousands of worde to describe a single fan
gathering, and thought nothing of devoting two entire pages to reviewing B single
issue of a fan journal. As coniributing editor of Fantssy News, he regularly
filled from 25% to 100% of each number, As @ duty, he mailed overy menth from
1,000 to 5,000 words to Wiggina' Faniesy Fan, laskowitz's work sppeared under
euch pssudonyms as Robert Bahr, Robsrt Sanders Shaw, Williem Weiner and others,
mest of whish were well knovm at the time, He wroto a long series of ossmys on
fan philosophy that proved extremely popular. He was obsaessed with the concepit
of fan history, and wrote meny srticlea on this subject, Another of his faverite
themes was collecting fantasy, and this likewias brought forth a serias of arti-
cles, In fiction, hs created the "ecionce~fiction fan story,” a sort of hybrid
between en article and a tele thet utilized fens, their journels, backgronpde in
tho ficld and so on, &8 themos end settings. OSuch "fan storles”™ asg "Grand 0Old
Fan," "“Tho Road Back, " "Roguicm" and "Tho Lagt Fan" werc vital bulwarks in tho
continuing populerity of his writings., Hoskowite vory often made careless typo-
graphicel and grammetical errors, and these his publishers reproduced sacredly
intact, Yet the criticisms he received were not for these so much ae for his pra-
vocetive hablt of making positive statemsntz, essuming his readsrs were as well
sware of their justification in fact es he, Theae criticisma were answered &ith-
or by time or by his own documentations, As & result, he paradoxically gained a
roputation for progmostication which irritated his ¢ritice, As time waent an they
buctilv inereapingly cautious about nibbling at statements, however, since theso
vcer3ionally had been designed ae bait, and Lisskowliz often had the aid of Speer
when pulling in the hook. =
To both fastions the problem was clearly ane of discreditingor silenc=
ing the lending spokesman of the npposing group. A pawarful effort in this .di-
rection come frow the Futurions ns a result of Moskowitz's article im the August,
1938 Science Fiction Fon, which stated thei their porent orgonizotion, the CPASF,
hed received orders from the Communist Party to utilize fan journalas as a field
for disseminating propeganda, There are conflicting stories as to how the ensu-
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ing event ceme about, but the bare facts are ae follaws.. In the next number of
The Scionce Fiction Fan, editor Wiggins made a simple, ?Hectlﬂtat@men"f thet was
greatly surprising to readers at the time: "Beginning with thie isgue there wiil
be no mere metsrial by Sem Hoskowitz in the pages of the Fag," He went on to ex-
plain thet he had long considersd this ouster, carrying Hoskowits orllg hecause
“the renders wemted him"j that it seemed unfair to him to print dismgqtrically wp-
posed vicws by both ifoskowitr and Wollhoim; and that Moskowitz wes t':veing dropped
becauss hu, Wiggine, fevorcd peracnally the contributions of Wollhoim,

lioskowitz himsolf was stunned by tho ingratituds and callousness of
Wiggine' docieion, Naturally, too, he suspocted that it had been motivatod by
moro then e simple protest from his opponent. His only consalation was the re-
1ief he felt on being releassd from the onorous chore of submitting regular con-
tributions ta The Science Fiztion Fan.

Shortly therenfter Viggins ennounced that pince only two subscribere had
cancelled their subscriptions, svents proved his action had not been misguided,
Counter-ection by the New Fendom group was quickly forthcoming, This emounted
to Wlggine' expulsion from Gosmic Publicetions for behavior unbecoming a member,
¥oet parties favoring the New Fandomites interpreted Wiggins' setion as placing
him sutematiceaily in the Futurian orbit, moreover, and he soon found himeelf com-
pletely and helplessly dependdnt upon Futurien support for Fan material.

Yet even thesc happonings might mot mlone have been fatal blows to Wig=
glne' prastige had it not beon for simultansous dovolopments in the Fantasy Ama-
teur Press Assocletion. Once & defesfed candidats for the pest, Wiggins still
coveted ite presidency, GCurremtly, as wo have already seen (chapter XXIX} Fu-
turiens held all bui one of the FAPA offices~-~lfichgl, Lowndes and Wollheim be-
ing respgctively presidsnt, vice-president and official editor. Within e short
time after eppearance of the September, 1930 Stience Fiction Fan, FAPA members
received & special issue of the orpganizetion's official orgen, The Fantasy jma-
fqur. Tt caerried semsationel naws, Lowndes had resigned his post, and his res-
ignation hed been mccepted by Michel., IHchel appointed Wiggins vice - president,
an action that wes within hls officiel rights, Then llichel resigned, automati-
cally elavating Wiggins to president, Finally Wollheiw resigned, suggesting his
friend Milton Rothman for offieciml editory en mppointment Wiggins promptly medo.
Wlgging alsc appointed Marconette vice-president. In his first presidentis) mes-
gage after this emazing ascont to power, Wiggins stated his position in the De-
tember, 1938 Fantasy Amateuy as followet

You pight correctly term me as Anything from a communist to
a technocrat., A rigid foe of Fascism and alliad beliefa, You
are probably wondering if thie mekes me an ally of the Micha
eliet faction---only In belief. I heve nsver come out openly
for any faetion. But if 3t sver comes to & showdown you
would more than likely find me backing the Michel faction,

Hew Fendory leadera immedimtely raised the cry that Wiggins hed sald out
to the Futurian cemp in exchange for the FAPA presidency. Hie ections hed indeed
built up a powsrful circunstantial case against hin, and this Jack Speor did his
best to convert into & coffin in his Cgemic Tales column, "Thotsa frem IExile! The
issue having once besn raised spread like wildfira through fan circles, and Wig-
gine' eegging reputation dropped several notches laower.

Ineluded with the Mloskowit:z ouster in the S¢ptembar, 1938 Science Fier

Yap was yet mnother Futurlan effort to dimcredit him. This wes & mack @g-
say “How to 'rite a Moskowlt:z Artlecle” by Shem Markowitis ma told %3 Brexton Wells
{a paspudonym of Wollheim), The eseny poked fun at the length, emount of detail
end peraonal eecentricities of atyle typical of Moakowitr's compoaitiona, Bo-
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caue~ this issus alsc begar mnother series of articles 1t was dubbed by one E'!ri-
tish journal “the official organ of the society for the mutual admiration of EOl-
heim," This was in references tc puch flowery eulogies written about Futuriansg
by Futurians as Lowndes' "Wollhsim: the Mest Fan," Kichel's "My Comrade, Doe
Lowndes," Lowndes® "Glance gt !chel," and so on.

Ag time went on, many sxcellent itemws did appear in tho Fan, particu-
larly in the realm of the critical essay and material slented toward collectors,
and even tho fan of today will find wany rewarding pegos in the magazine, Most of
this improvement wae due to the offorts of tho voteran fan Paul J, Searlea, now
well known aa beok roviewpr for the New York Horald-Tribune, Searles (who 1e not
related to the editor of Fantesy Commeniator) took asver the ¢ombined task of ed-
iting mnd publiphing The Science Fiction Fan with the August, 1933 issue. He held
the title of associate editer, Wiggins atill retaining the editor's position, but
Searles acturlly did nearly all of the work. Under his aegis the quality of the
materiel, reproduction and illustrating all took a remarkable upward turn. Long
a follower of fen journals and professional fantmsy fiction, Searles’ only pre-
vious netivity was contribution of a book review and a short story fo Hornig's
Fantasy Fan and en occapional article under his pen name of "Autolycus" appearing
elsovtere, He will also be remombered as a winner of tho Morvol Scienca Stories
priza céntest at this time. Whon the Wollheim-Moskowitz reuld was ail its height
in tne Fan, Searles had contributed anonymously a four-paged supplement appeal-
ing for reason, As a mature individual, Searles doubiless felt a certain reti-
cence ebouit involving himself doeply in activities that were only too offen Ju-
venile in nature, but like H, U, Koenig &and others, found the lure irreeistible
at ®he time, He coniinued to edit and publish the megazine through its  January,
1941 issue, With the February, 1941 number he relinquished tho task 1o a young
Denver fun, Lew Martin, and accepted the honorary post of asaistant editor, Mar-
tin mimeegrephed but a single issue of the mageazine (#55 L and with that it ceas—
ed publication ani wes never again heard from.

Deepite Searlea’ beat offorts, however, The Science Fiction Fan never
attained its provious position of importence or influence in the field, The chief
rengon was its politics, which remained lopsidedly in favor of the Futurian fac-
tion from August, 1938 ¢n, Even under Searles' editorship many articles printed
were either forthrightly or subtly propagandizing efforts that mirrored the Com-
munist Party line, It seema probable that this policy waa inmisted upon by Wig~
gins and tolerated by Searles aa a gesture of liberality, Sor he put himaelf on
record in several articles as opposing the red viewpoint that the Second World
War was just another imperialistic adventure, and called upon fans towork in the
best interests of the nation,

It can be seen, then, thet these Futurien tectics, far from injuring
Moskowitz, actually lent him the role of e martyrj and it alsc almost completely
destroyed tho prestige of The Science Figtion Fan and Olon F. Wiggins, = FPress-
ure of fen opinion became 8o great against the Futurian circle - that,aven
before the FAPA episode, the Science Fiction News Letter's Jctober 22, 1938 hum-
ber printed a news item to the &fact that plans were afoot to "liberalize and de-
communize the Futurian Literary Society.” The next {October 29} issue carried
the further informetion that four Futuriane---Wollheim, Michel, Lowndesa and Pohl
=~=would resign from all offices in science-fiction organizationa othar than
thoir ovm, and in other waye reduce activity. On every side, ordinarily mautral
fana, spuch as Litterio Farsaci and Louls Kuslam, wrere openly putting into pript
long erticles againet Michelism, Despite this trend of opinion, Wollheim's art-
icle "Retreat" (The Science Fiction Fap, December, 1938} ceme aa e bombshell. In
that work he pointed to his long-standing interest in the field, his outsftanding
collection of fantesy magaczines,; books and fan journals, his dozens of published
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articles, his ettendance at innumerable fan gatherings, and parfoml ﬁ?f_g;{i_&twi:
i i to attest his sincerity end his au Y

with countless fantesy enthueiaste -

ith acience-fiction fans he hed come ’

the field, Through acquelntence with @ " Bamec to besdearchel

he assoertod, that they were mentelly different, that they s Siden i

for cortain lagice and truths. The search for these hiad led him end hi TR

to find out that they "were closely parallel to ocommunism, Thet is to say to the

it affects literaturs, science, culture. The

intellectual sapect on communisw es © : B0t yito gonio -t 4he- Fanil

scope of iarxisw very closely approached, in their ¢p ) T s e BT
*hecordingly," seid Wollheim, “we camo out openly for communism.“ s

tance h;.d not been expected, but the ovorwhelming, "yicious" nature of the

e 28 had taken the Futuriane by surprisa, “Yhat intelligowt fans thero

ey ba ere deluged by & mess of stupid and viasious

wore failod to steand up firmly, we w g )

1 i ¢ intensity. Actue) wiolence was
hato, This slop pile grew in quantity an ¥ Listodslsdl
threstened, And through lies, the editore of the magazines were enlipted 1n g
the campaign ageinst us," At the eame time, Wollhein maintained, +the standar
of the meterial in fan magazines and the activities of fans themselves _haci s?:;:
to a hopeless low. "To remain further aective in stf fandem whil.e it :}s in 1d
present condition would be to lower myeelf to its levsl, I, and m].é rlhe nlti,
feught as best we could egainst those ovarr.rhelm{.ng sdds. My purse and my"_ =13 .
do not permit me to carry on such m one-sided tfight. T‘heio cComes 8 t:._m? wien i
becomes neccgsary to withdraw for a while znd recuporate,” Fan ac't.i\rltle?; ion-
cludsd Wollheim, would forever remain puerile until they accepted ths basic ten-

Micheliem, '
-t Donald A, Wollhelm, ecarred veteran of fen feude, had for the {first
time publicly admitted defeat, The campaign thet had begun so gloriougly 8 year
vefore with Hichel's fiery "iutation or Death" speech at th§t m?morabla Philaedel -
phia convention hed run its course, The very vigor with which it had been press-
ed, its callous, roughshod waye, ite uncompremising viewpoint thet the end justi-
fied tho moang---these things had firat ercated lethal opposition whoere 'tljmre
had boen none, then sirengthened that opposition, mnd finally gave it sufficient
momentum to crush its creator,

Very few fans of that period took Wollheim's statement of retreat aa
being anything more than temporary disgruntlement over continued setbacks, Least
of all his opponents! Even though Wollheim meant what he had said, New Fandom
leaders vwere by no means sure the Futurians would be content to sit back and lick
thelr wounds, Later events showed their suspicions were justified, but equally
they showed that the Futuriens no lomger had the support or contacts to wage any=
thing more than e herrassing dolaying ection. The fight hed long sinco resolved
1ts0lf inte tho question of whether tho fan world was willing to eccopt communism
ee tho prico of poece with the Futurians---and tho answer wes dofinitely ne,

Reelizing thet tho attempt to comnunize tho field had boon a failuro,
Lowndes' "Open Letter to Louis Kuslen" (published in the January, 1939 Science
Fietion Fan) tried to convince fans that they had been nisledby the personsl be-
lisfe of Michel fnto thinking that lMichelism end communisw were identical, Mi=
chelism hed never hed as its purpose the converting of f{ans tothe Communiat Par~
1y, esserted Lowndea, and ons might be a good Michelist without being a cammunist,

The reply to this wee more memberships in New Fandom, more ne w sube
acriptions to Fantasy News,

Bul an ere was coming to a close, an old order was changing, The day
of the hektograph and the cloee-knit corollary of fifty active fans was already
& thing of the past. Of tho two formerly lesding journals in the field, The Sci-

Fictior Fan was diecredited and The Science Fietion Collector had juset min-

punded publication-~-ironically enbugh with an issus oArrying an articls by Kos-

‘kowitz that ehowed curront tr?xé%g'ao“%%a%ht%atgl;eﬁr}d of an ere. New nemeés Furw
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Lhe 1ist bf fentasy volumes that is belng offered at

i-e prepaid. &11 titles are In good condition.

YCLOFS by Will Garth, 1940; lst edn., S-f. &
[UNNEL THEU THE LIR by W.D-.Geann. 1st edn, d/w. About future
ELLERS IN TIME ed. by Ven Doren Stern. &n absolute must
any basic s-f llbrery. Topnotch short storles. D/w.
FRSS0R ON FAWS by A.B.Cox. Hilarlous tele of a man'a braln
nsplanted into the body of a cat. A scarce s-f item

£33 OF MISTRESSES by E:.H.,Eddison (suthor of THE WORM
20BORUS!. Lst edn, mint, d/w. Beautiful fantasy

ION OF PETRA by Talbot Mundy Fanteatle adventure

ge mended: otherwise mint. Extremely scarce ltem

T s¥aY oT THE POLE‘by W.W.Cook. NY, 1904. Wreps. Rere
SUNKEN BELL: » FuIRY PL.Y by G.Hauptmsnn. WY, 1914

'8 SHOBS by Max Fleischer. 1st edn, 1944, Fantesy D/w,

SURVIVOR by Dennls Parry., Ungquestionebly ons of the best
ernetural novels of the decade, despite belng llttle known

_“GHOST STORIES by Cheiro. London, no date. & blt worn
i5ST OF THE HaITI.N HILLS by Marcelin. 1245, d/w
E TERROR by Machen. RY, 1517. Scarce 1n this edition,

I oND THE MOON by Judith Cape 1st, d/w, Blackwood-like

INT .ND THE HUNCHB..CK by D. Stauffer. artzyhasheff &/w.

555TaH OF THE CYLINDER by Victor Rouaseru. 1st edn, illus.

€ of the rare ccllector's ltems of the a-f fleld

ERMAPERODITE .ND CTHER POEMS by Scruel Loveman, friend of

Lovecraft. D/w. Extremely scnrrce nnd aought after. lst edn.

LITH by Geo. Macdonald. lat edn, 1895, End~-paper gone,Rare

JEET TO THE MOON by Von Herbesu. 1st edn, d/w. 1930.

'S MORTALITY by M. %rlen lst, 1933. Tale of the future

REVOLT OF THE BIRDS by M.D.Post. NY, 1927 Pure fentasy

NY STORIES by C.S5.3prigge. D/w. Excellent selection

KX EGG by Polly Boyden D/w. 1lst edn, 1942, Fantasy

AT F.RRiR SAW by James Hanley. d/w. London. 1946. Future

»IRY LE.FT UPON WY KNEE by B,howe. 1st edn. It atinks

)ER MADNESS by Murroy Leinster. Scerce s-f novel. 1st edn.

BING OF Z0J.5 by M:Michaelson. NY, 1510, Scarce s-f,

A magazine excerptas

TRILOGY by Farley., Contoins "Redio Gun-Runners," "Radio

and "Radic Menace" in one volume., Excerpted from ‘rgosy,
€ with coversa and Interior 1llus., Bound 1in buckram,

8 n gold

of Mara®, "Outlows of Mars," "Spawn of the Comet"

en's o Satirn". Beautlifully excerpted. 400pp. Very
1 atreted In color by Graeff: never rppanred

u~-‘1n red buckrnm, stomped In gold.By Klinme.

-

¢ IEDIA TO THE PLANET MaRS by Th. Flournoy. NY, 1900. Title

Bl

sn coat prlce. If possible ¢lve second cholces. Firat
st served. Despite the rise in postage rates, oll orders
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ROCKET TO THE MOON by Otto Willi Gell. NY, 1931. Illus. Rare2.50

{SIDIUS DR. FU Mm.NCHU by Sax Rohmer, Scarce first printing,'13 .75

75
+«50
1.00

TOR FOGG by Norman Matason, lst edn, d/w. Visitor from sprcel.00
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